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A BILL ENTITLED
AN ACT concerning
Vehicle Laws - Motorcycle Helmets

FOR the purpose of prohibiting an individual, regardless of the individual’s age, from
operating or riding on a motorcycle unless the individual is wearing certain
protective headgear.

BY repealing and g, with dments,

Article - Transportation

Section 21-1306(b)

Annotated Code of Maryland

(1987 Replacement Volume and 1990 Supplement)

SECTION 1, BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Marvland read as follows:

Defeated

Defeated

Defeated

Don’t Celebrate just yet...there’s one left



FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK...

History was made 125 years ago with the unification of the
United States at Appomattox Court House. In 1990, a
wall was torn down and a nation that had been divided
for 45 years was reunified. At the last director’s meeting
in Annapolis, the unity of ABATE of Maryland was
achieved with a simple amendment to the bylaws.

This amendment to article 4, effectively did away with the
financial division that has kept ABATE of Maryland from
advancing as an organization. The motion was passed with a vote of 17 to 1 with 1
abstention. I for one, believe that this change will help to make ABATE of Maryland
the one voice for motorcyclists in this state.

-Chuck Blankenship

ASSISTANT'S ADDITIONS...

In case you haven’t heard, ABATE of Maryland has defeated 2 helmet bills and the catastrophic
insurance bill. Since the opening of the General Assembly on the 9th of January, things have been
happening rapidly. These three bill were just back from the printer on the 11th and by the 14th, the
hearings for the helmet bills were scheduled on the 17th. We had no time for a mailing. Pappy Haag
and Wayne Curtin from the MRF had meetings with NHTSA administrators on the 14th-16th, and as
our good fortune would have it, both Pappy and Wayne testified before the Maryland legislators at the
helmet hearings. Their communication skills are exemplary, as were everyone who testified on behalf of
the freedom of choice issue. There are photos of the hearing included in this issue. All motorcyclists in
Maryland owe these people a big THANK YOU. Speaking of thank yous... the vote on HB 32 was 12
to 10, if just one person on that committee had voted the other way, that bill would be on its way to
becoming law. We need to thank the delegates who voted the right way. Don’t put this off, send them
a note of thanks. The list is included in this issue. There is also a Senate Bill for reinstatement of the
helmet law for adults, this is not a dead issue. Write and call the Senators on the Committee. Get a
copy of the bill.

Enough of the state issues, we have federal legislative issues to act on. The MREF, the motorcycle rights
organization on the Federal level, has asked each state for a representative. Lynn Oldenburg, from
Montgomery County, a longtime member of ABATE, is the Maryland Representative for MRF. She
told me recently that the federal bills that were killed last year due to no action taken, will probably be
revitalized and may find new life in the highway reauthorization act. She stressed the importance of
writing your federal legislators and ask them to consider the issue of highway funds and safety equipment
regulation, separately. If you want more details call Lynn through the ABATE office, leave a message
and we will pass the message on to her.

Included in this issue is a flyer listing prizes for the ABATE raffle. If you or anyone you know would
like to donate any item, we would be glad to include it on the list. Tickets will be sold for $1.00 and
will be available through county/chapter meetings, participating shops and at the ABATE stand at events.
The drawing will be at this summer’s ABATE Party (Flyer included in this issue).

The Spring Bike Show at Anne Arundel Fairgrounds will be on April 21st. Flyers will be in the mail to
directors soon. We will need workers for this event, I'll be contacting each director sometime after
Daytona. If you want to volunteer call the 800# and leave me a message.

I've about rambled enough, Next Newsletter deadline is March 15!

--Sally



By Kathy Gibson
Whig StafT Writer

Chuck Blankenship of Zion
is not against wearing a helmet
when he rides his motorcyele.
He just feels everyone should
be able to make the choice for
themselves.

When the state House Judi-
ciary Committee met Thursday
in Annapolis to hear testimony
on two house bills which would
change the existing motorcycle
helmet laws and make it man-
datory that all motorcycle rid-
ers and their passengers must
wear helmets, Blankenship Les-
tified in favor of keeping the
laws as they have been since
the 1970s,

Blankenship is executive di-
rector of ABATE of Maryland
Inc,, a group dedicated to the ci-
vil liberties of motorcyclists ar-
ound the state.

He was also the main propo-
nent in establishing a motorcy-
cle safety program offered
through the Motor Vehicle Ad-
ministration optionally to all
motorcycle drivers.

Currently, Maryland law
dictates that only minors
(under age 18) must wear pro-
tective head gear while operat-
ing or riding a motorcycle.

If House Bills 130 and 131
are passed, all operators and
passengers, regardless of age,
will be required to wear
helmets,

According to Blankenship,
the bills also propose that the
helmet law would read some-
thing akin to seat belt laws,
which make a violation a secon-
dary offense. That is, & cyclist
can't be stopped and given a
ticket for not wearing his hel-
met; the cyclist must be
stopped for speeding or some
other violation.

The bills are expected to be
voted on sometime next week,
Blankenship said.

Cyclists have used a well-
organized lobbying effort to de-
feat helmet bills for 12 years.
Since then, no bill requiring
adults to wear helmets has
made it out of the House Judici-
ary Committee.

Blankenship said that since
the inception of the motorcycle
safely program in 1984, some
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Zion man works to keep helmet
use a motorcyclist’s own choice

i ]
Chuck Blankenship

1,124 rider education courses
have been conducted at 29
troining sites across the state,
culminating in the training of
10,099 students.

“The Maryland Motorcycle
Training Safety Program ranks
seventh in the country for the
number of students trained,”
Blankenship said, “while the
state ranks 28th in the number
of motorcycle registrations.
That's got to tell you
something.”

Blankenship added that
some insurance companies give
lower rates to motorcyclists
who have successfully com-
pleted the course.

“Education is the key,” he
said. “The better educated mo-
torcyclists are, the better
chance of avoiding accidents.

“And, why do the legislators
always "debate the use of hel-
mets and never mandate that
people have to wear long-
sleeved shirts, long pants, boots

or gloves while on a molorcy- -
cle?” he asked. “Those things-
are considered safety equip-.
ment as well.”

Blankenship also cited sta-
Listics quoted in a report from
the University of Maryland
Shock Trauma Centler stating
that of the 32 falal motorcycle
accidents in the first 10 months
of last year, nearly half (15) of
the victims had blood alcohol
levels of .10 or above. Another
five were considered under the
influence of alcohol (below .10).

“So, it wouldn't have mat. !
tered if they had a helmet on or ¢
not, most of them were drunk,”
he said. “Part of the safety .

course is devoted to drinking :

and riding.”

Blankenship _.1so questioned -
why skydivers, skiers and .
those involved in other danger- :
ous sports are not required to °

wear helmets,

“There are a lot more danger-

ous ‘sports’ out there that have

no regulation at all,” Blanken-

ship said.

. “Ifind it appalling and ironic

that less than 24 hours afler .
the U.S. commits billions of dol-
lars and hundreds of thousands
of 'men and women to re-.
establish personal freedom ;
halfway around the world, that '
U.S. citizens went to Annapolis -
armed with inflated facts and

figures, backed by self-.
indulgent insurance and medi-
cal groups who stand lo make *
millions of dollars from this

type of legislation and wish to.
curb the civil liberties and free- |
doms of other U.S. citizens,”

Blankenship said. ]

Legislature debates helmet law

ANNAPOLIS (AP) — The
nine new members of a House
committee may hold the key to
whether Maryland motorcycle
riders have to start wearing
helmets.

Cyclists have used a well-
organized lobbying effort to de-
feat helmet bills for 12 years.
Since then, no bill requiring
adults to wear helmets has
made it oul of the House Judici-
ary Committee.

But supporters are counting
on the new members to help

1 800
843-0252

them get a bill out of committec!
and before the full House uf
Delegates this year.

The two sides went befure.
the Judiciary Committee]
Thursday to renew their battle. |

Delegate Ronald Franks, Iln
Queen Anne's, snid he was con-!
vinced by the testimony thati
helmels reduce the severily of
injuries and reduce the tax|
funds that are spent by the

-state to treat and rehabilitate

Motorcycles are safe

ABATE of Maryland is an organization found.
ed, dedicated and working for responsible motor.
cycle legislation while advocating safety and
education for all motorists. In response to the
plea for reinstatement of the helmet law in
Maryland, let some of the emotion subside and
let the facts speak for themselves, According to
the Motorcycle Safety Foundation only 3 percent
of registered motorcycles are involved in ac-
cidents annually, which represents just 1 percent
of all vehicle accidents.

The rate of head injuries to non-helmeted rider
is less than the rate of head injuries for
unrestrained auto drivers. Even with seat belt
laws in effect in 36 states, covering 80 percent of
the population, more than half of all auto
fatalities have decreased by 35 percent. We en-
courage all motorcyclists in Maryland to com.
plete the Motorcycle Safety Course.

Also we encourage all drivers of all vehicles to
be aware of motorcyclists: look for us anytime
of the year, day and night — before changing
lanes or making a turn. The automobile driver is
at fault in more than 70 percent of all car/motor.
cycle accidents.

One more thing, ABATE of Maryland does not
maintain an anti-helmet position, we maintain
an anti-helmet law position.

SALLY BRUCE, assistant director
ABATE of Maryland
Annapolis

injured cyclists. E

LerTER TO THE EDITOR

tree,

I won’t bore you with

To the editor:

I'm writing, if a bit late,
in response to John Hamil-
ton’s letter urging the re-

my hard-work-induced
lethargy. That demands
the strongest of rebuttals.

Mr. Hamilton’s is an el-
oquently emotional appeal
which, unfortunately, by-
passes or mistates quite a
few facts. I can under-
stand the emotionalism —
there is nothing like find-
ing yourself in an unfortu-
nate situation to bring
about sympathy with
those who strive to pre-
vent it. But let us direct
our barking up the proper

Cyclist must be free to choose

able to see.’

But there is another is-
sue at stake here. It's
called freedom of choice.

statistics; they are every-
where, Suffice it to say
that motorcycle accidents
taken as a whole are far

instatement of the state  from being a leading cause ~ Mr. Hamilton has appar-
motorcycle helmet law. of death in this country. ently glossed over it en-
Well, that shook me out of  Far more people are killed  tirely. If riders wish to

in cars and in household
accidents than on motor-
cycles, to name two obvi-
ous situations. Also, many
motorcyclists who do lose
their lives die of internal
injuries; those who sur-
vive, as well, most often

wear helmets, by all
means allow them to do
so. But we riders demand
the freedom to decide for
ourselves,

We are only a minuscule
portion of insurance
claims and uncompensat-

suffer injuries to parts of ed health-care dollars any-
the body other than the  way. If anyone needs sta-
head.) There are cases tistics, please read

where helmets have
caused or exacerbated
head and neck injuries.
Myself, I choose not to
wear a helmet because it
cuts off my peripheral vi-
sion. Hey — I'd rather be

American Motorcyclist
Magazine. The numbers
are in every issue. Mean-
while please get the heck
off our backs (and heads).
Catherine M. Ditman
Mt. Airy
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An Open Letter to the Membership of ABATE of
Maryland:

To Whomever This Concerns (especially us bikers):

It really bothers me, that if the federal government withholds state highway
reconstruction funds from states that don’t have mandatory helmet laws, more people will
end up like me: messed up because of a helmet.

I had to travel about 10 miles through an out-in-the-middle-of-nowhere "helmet
required” state, when, because of my helmet blocking my peripheral vision, I almost had
a collision with an 8 or 10 point buck (a real BIG deer).

Because of that helmet, I was dead.

Thank God, even though it was 20 minutes of midnight, with nebody you could hit
with a stone in the area, somebody knew something was going on. The driver of the only
car in the area, 3/4 of a mile in front of me, going in the same direction, happened to look
into his rear view mirror and saw my headlight dancing. He knew something was wrong,
and turned around. When ke arrived, he pulled into the lane where my girlfriend way
laying, leaving his lights on so anyone coming onto the scene could at least avoind running
her over.

The second person to arrive to the accident area was an EM.T. (Emergency
Medical Technician) and because of hime, whoever he was, I’'m able to send you this letter.

I spent a month and a half in a coma, and over a year in a total of 3 hospitals--
but it was better than being dead on the side of the road (which I was for a short while).
All this because I was wearing a helmet, mandated by state law.

I urge you to contact your state senators and congressmen and try to convince them
that wearing a helmet should be strictly a matter of personal cheice, and should not be
mandated or cause a cut in federal highway funds to the helmetless states.

Not yet back in the wind, but working at it

Martin J. McNamee
ABATE of Maryland 8-9 years

ABATE of Virginia 6-7 years
ABATE of Pennsylvania 1 year
ABATE of Indiana 1 year
AMA 7 years
BAM 6 years
AIM 4 years
Daniels Independent Rider Association
Since its start



MANDATORY HELMETS!

SENATE BILL NUMBER: 130

SENATE JUDICIARY PROCEEDINGS

Call for your copy of the bill & talk to your State Senator (If on the committtee) & ASK IF IT'S
SCHEDULED FOR HEARING

1-800-492-7122

841-3810/3886 (Balit.)

858-3810/3886 (Wash.)

Write to these Senators at:
Senator

PW James Senate Office Bldg.
Annapolis, MD 21401

Committee Members:

Name County District
Don Munson Washington 02
Norman Stone Balt. County 07
Janice Piccinini Balt. County 10
Howard Denis Montgomery 16
Mary Boergers Montgomery 17
Philip Jimeno AA 31
Habern Freeman Harford 34
Walt Baker Cecil 36
Frederick Malkus, Jr. Dorchester 37
Ralph Hughes Balt. City 40

John Pica, Jr. Balt. City 43



The voting on the helmet bills were very close. Thank you notes need to be sent to the delegates
who voted the right way. This is a list of who voted which way. These are the delegates on the

Judiciary Committee.

C. J. Kysiak

D. B. Poole

G. L. Brewster
C. S. Anderson
M. Arrington
C. N. Dypski
G. J. Genn

C. R. Franks
J. E. Bell

R. C. Mathews
J. F. Vallario
J. Chasnoff

K. H. Masters
R. L. Blumenthal
K. Kelly

F. D. Boston
J. M. Harkins
E. F. Maddox
P. H. Menes
R. L. Erlich
M. L. Preis

K. C. Montegue

WRONG*
WRONG
WRONG*
RIGHT
WRONG*
WRONG
WRONG
RIGHT
RIGHT
RIGHT
RIGHT
WRONG
RIGHT
RIGHT
RIGHT
WRONG*
RIGHT
RIGHT
WRONG
RIGHT
WRONG*
RIGHT

The ones with the asterick (*) after the WRONG are new members to this committee. It is just as
important that we continue to write these people to express our views on the mandatory helmet bills.
We need to help them understand that freedom of choice is important and public burden is not a valid
issue. Also, it is interesting to note that Krysiak and Chasnoff voted the right way on one of the two
helmet bills. So write them, your interest may sway them our way consistantly.

You can write to these delegat
Lowe House Office Bldg.

Annapolis, MD 21404

Editor, The Journal:

Recently, Judge Vincent J. Femia wrote
of a badly injured motorcyclist who said he
had to *'lay down" his bike — run it into
the ground to avoid smashing into some
other fixed object (*'Offering a compro-
mise in motorcycle helmet debate,” col-
umn, The Jowrnal, Jan. 23). Judge Femia
explained that “this is an evasive maneu-
ver that allows the cyclist to choose maim-
ing over certain death.”

Dead wrong. By “laying down'" the bike,
a cyclist chooses almost certain injury, and
possible death, over perhaps no injury at
all. The correct choice is to use certain
special riding skills.

The lay-down is almost always the very
worst thing to do. If you have time to do a
lay-down, you have time to do something
much better, and possibly avoid injury al-
together. Motorcycle rider courses include
such advanced techniques, which most un-
trained riders are not familiar with, even if
they have years of riding experience.

Counter-steering (with absolutely no
braking), once learned, can permit a well-
controlled swerve around an obstacle.
‘When this is appropriate, it can be done in
the time it takes for a controlled *'lay-down
and slide.”

Another good option is straight-line
maxim braking, which is the quickest way
to slow down within whatever distance is
available. One should never swerve and
brake at the same time. The grossly ineffi-
cient and sometimes deadly lay-down,
whether deliberate or accidental, generally
involves overbraking at the rear wheel,
swerving, sliding out and falling, and then
sliding along on the side of the bike and
rider. Usually, there is complete loss of
control, with possible spinning around or
flipping over before the final collision.

Another myth, which is popular among

ﬂCIearing up some motorcycle myths

%ﬁ%‘%&\\\i@wm\ww‘ S—

non-riders, is that motorcyclists are reck-
less. Overall, they are probably much more
cautious than automobile drivers, and they
have to be. A research study of hundreds
of collisions with cars revealed that the car
violated the rider’s right of way and caused
the accident in two-thirds of the cases.
Many myths, many injuries and many
deaths can be avoided if both riders and
non-riders use reliable information. As a
rider since 1984 and a nationally certified
instructor, 1 do not reconunend relying on
folklore. I recommend calling the Motorcy-
cle Safety Foundation (1-714-727-3227)
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Bill Lemmer/Journal

or Maryland's state-run training program
(1-800-638-1722).

If the general public can get better
knowledge and awareness of motorcy-
cling, then everyone will be safer. If riders
can get the right stuff to put inside their
heads, then they automatically will tend to
put the right stuff on the outside of their
heads (and hands and feet, etc.); much
more importantly, they will be less likely to
even be involved in accidents.

JOHN CRISS
Kettering




Pass the helmet law

Maryland has been on the cutting edge of
medical care with our pioneering Shock/Trauma
(Maryland Institute of Emergency Medical Ser-
vices) system. We have also instituted safety
laws to protect the state citizens so -
Shock/Trauma care won't be necessary:
Maryland has a mandatory seatbelt law and a
mandatory infant seat law. The next logical law
should be a mandatory motocycle helmet law.

Motorcyclists are exposed to high speed im.
pacts without any protection. The number one .
object the crash victim is going to encounter is
the hard, unforgiving cement of the roadway.
Simple head trauma accounts for 45 percent of
motoreyclists deaths — and they could be
prevented by the use of a helmet.

As an emergency physician at Suburban Shock
Trauma Hospital, I daily employ all my skill and
technical equipment to minimize the permanent
damage and the likelihood of death. Facing the
unhelmeted motorcycle patient who has a
serious head injury is a tragedy, but facing the
mother and family of the victim is an emotional-
ly draining and dreaded necessity. Friends’ and
relations’ hopes and expectations are smashed to
pieces when I explain that the loved one will pro.
bably be permanently brain damaged or be
brain dead. The outcries of disbelief and sorrow
are heart rending. All I can do is be supportive
and understanding of their grief.

All this misery could be prevented by simply
making a law that requires motorcycle helmet
use. We can stop this daily tragedy by making
our voices heard. We must write or call our
legislators.

KENNETH PHILLBROOK, M.D.
Bethesda

TELL ME WHY?2?2.....

Reinstate Maryland's
motorcycle helmet law

On Sept. 1, 1963, the state of Maryland enacted
a mandatory motorcycle helmet use law. This
law was amended on May 29, 1979 to affect only
persons under the age of 18. A bill to reinstate
this law has been introduced in the Maryland
legislature every year since then and has failed
to pass.

It is not a radical law — 23 states already have
them.

Head injured motorcycle riders have less than
a 55 percent chance of ever returning to work.
So, the taxpayer will carry the patient and fre-
quently the patient's family. All because the
rider did not wear a helmet!

Many pecple wonder how this failure to
reinstate the helmet law could happen: police
and fire teams who are the first on the scene and
frequently remove damaged, unhelmeted heads
from the pavement; the ambulance and
helicopter crews who race against time to the

life-sustaining treatment of shock-trauma; the
doctor: and nurses of the shock-trauma ¢enters
who mobilize all their skills, for hopeful restora-
tion of functions to the broken, unhelmeted
lieads: the Department of Post Mortem Ex-
aminers who are called in when all efforts have
been to no avail; and most important of 411, the
families and loved ones of the victims — they
are in shock starting with the first knock on the
door by a police representative and remain that
way for days, weeks, months or frequently years
- watching, waiting and hoping, for the damage
that could have been prevented to be repaired!
The Maryland Head Injury Foundation has a
twofold mission: to improve the lives of head in-
jury victims and the prevention of head injury.
As an effective measure for prevention of head
injury. we support reinstatement of this
Maryland motorcycle helmet law, without
reservations.
. We urge you and your readers to demand
reinstatement of this law, when the next session
of the Maryland legislature begins in January.

JOHN HAMILTON, volunteer director
Maryland Head Injury Foundation
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Save lives and taxes

ow can Maryland lawmakers save citizens’ lives and

Htaxpayers' money at the same time?

The answer is simple: Pass a mandatory motor-
cycle helmet law.

Fifty-two people died in motorcycle crashes during 1987-
88, according to figures released by the Maryland Institute for
Emergency Medical Services. Of those motorcyclists
involved in the 1,882 accidents in that period, only 35.5 percent
were wearing helmets.

And that cost state taxpayers, who foot the bills to provide
emergency medical treatment for cyclists with severe head
injuries.

. Maryland could save $15 million in treating traumatic
motorcycle head injuries by placing a mandatory helmet law
back on the books, Baltimore Del. Richard Rynd told the
House Judiciary Committee last week. Maryland once had
such a law for the welfare and safety of the public, until the
General Assembly foolishly amended it in 1979 to apply to
those only under age 18.

In tight economic times, legislators and the public should
realize the money saved on treating helmetless cyclists could
be put to use in other, more deserving health care areas that
now face budget cuts.

. Shunning protective headgear in the name of freedom and
fun while clearly at the expense of others is selfish. The
private pleasure of a few bears an enormous public cost. It is
time for Annapolis to end this waste of lives and money by
passing a mandatory helmet law.

WHY are motorcyclists the only operators and, or passengers of any motorized form of
transportation used on the public highways and streets in Arkansas that are required by a
law to wear a crash helmet?

WHY do people not understand that due to the vast majority in numbers of automobiles

as compared to numbers of motorcycles in this state, car crashes will annually lead to far

more head injuries than those similar injuries to motorcycle accident victims when you get

down to real, absolute numbers?

WHY, given the above statement, would auto drivers and passengers not be required to
wear helmets also if in fact 'safety and reduction of injuries' is-the real public concern
of the helmet issue mandated to motorcyclists?

WHY isn't all the above practices called selective, class discrimination of motor-
cycles, which is in effect, exactly that?

WHY are motorcycle accident victims seen, as a whole, by the medical profession to be
‘Burdens to Society' whereas the auto accident victims with similar injuries are not?

WHY does the non-motorcycling public percéive us as 'cyclists only' when in fact our
motorcycles are generally 'in addition to' what the non-motorcycling public has or does,
which means that we also have jobs, kids, kitchens and insurance too?

WHY is it OK for six unhelmeted people to ride around in a convertible auto with the
top down while playing 'bumper cars' in traffic and it is NOT OK for an unhelmeted motor-
cyclists to do the same thing?

WHY does the state mandate safety equipment usage with a penalty for non-compliance,
when at the same time, the state refuses to be held liable for any injuries one might
receive in an accident because of and due to complience with such laws?

WHY don't you write your Senator and Representative and ask him or her "WHY" ?

From ABATE of Arkansas



Pappy Haag
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METROPOLITAN

Helmet, insurance
bills for bikers
voted down again

By Todd Spangler

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

ANNAPOLIS — Bikers coasted
out of the General Assembly yester-
day without any new restrictions on
their favorite form of tran.por-
tation, winning two early legislative
battles.

Maryland’s motorcyclists, for an-
other year at least, can ride without
helmets and g
without carry-
ing catastrophic
care insurance,
the latter com-
ing at the ex-
pense of the
Schaefer admin-
istration.

. MARYLAND
MRAMIE ASSEMBLY

nual events, gen- 1991
erally attracting
crowds of leather-clad enthusiasts
and health-care bureaucrats insist-
ing that society and the riders them-
selves be protected from the dan-
gers of two-wheeled vehicles.

Delegate Ted Levin lost again in
his annual battle to require bikers 1o
wear helmets, as a narrowly divided
House Judiciary Committee voted
12-10 against letting the bill survive.

The Senate Finance Committee,
meanwhile, wasted no time in killing
the Department of Health and Men-
tal Hygiene's catastrophic care leg-
islation, voting immediately after
the public hearing was held on the
issue.

The vote was unanimous to kill the
bill.

Calling the proposal “discrimi-
natory" to motorcyclists, Finance
Chairman Thomas O'Reilly said
there was no reason to approve a bill
that seemed to blame much of the
state’s Medicaid fund problems on
one group of people.

DHMH Deputy Secretary Nelson
Sabatini brought the legislation be-
fore the committee, saying it would
save the state about $4 million a year
that it now pays hospitals to care for
people severely injured while riding
motorcycles.

“There isaproblem for sureas far
as Medicaid is concerned,” said Mr.
O'Reilly, a Prince George’s County

Democrat. “But there are just toc
many problems created in dealing
with just the motorcyclists.”

The chairman said that Marylanc
has some 500,000 residents whc
drive vehicles of all kinds without
insurance, adding greatly to the
Medicaid load when injured.

Also, Mr. Sabatini exaggeratec
the savings because $2 million of the
$4 million saved would revert to the
federal government if it weren't
spent, the chairman said.

DHMH reported that the extra in-
surance could be purchased for only
$250 a year. Melvin Stahl, vice pres:
ident of the Motorcycle Industry
Council, balked at that suggestion
saying the insurance was nearly im:
possible to obtain.

“The motorcycle dealers will
close for lack of business,” Mr. Stahl
said.

“A lot of people feel this bill is just
to get people [motorcyclists] off the
road,” said Shelby Kinnard, a com-
puter programmer and biker from
Morningside.

Meanwhile, Mr. Levin's annual bill
to require motorcycle helmets man-
aged to garner more support thar
usual this year when House leader-
ship came down firmly behind the
legislation.

Arguments made by Judiciary
Committee Chairman John Arnick
and House Majority Leader D
Bruce Poole, who sits on the commit:
tee, failed to sway enough of the
membership to approve the bill.

“I think this is another situatior
where the Legislature is being
called upon to shove something
down the public’s throat that they
really don't want," said Delegatc
Kenneth Montague, a Baltimore
Democrat.

Mr. Arnick, a Baltimore County
Democrat who served as majority
leader last term, argued that the hel-
met law is no more intrusive thar
state seatbelt laws,

“This is not a new area we're go
ing into,” the chairman said.

As usual, the lobbying effort by
the motorcycle industry against the
law was strong, but legislators, whe
in the past have voted against the
proposals, are changing positions
improving chances in the future.

Mandatory helmets,
insurance rejected

for motorcyclists

By C. Fraser Smith
Annapolis Bureau of The Sun

ANNAPOLIS — Separate commit-
tees of the General Assembly killed
legislation yesterday that would com-
pel Maryland motorcyclists to wear
helmets and pay for the cost of the
damage if they don't.

The House Judiciary Committee
voted down the measure that would
have required motorcyclists to wear
helmets, settling for this sessfon the
Issue that tends to bring motorcycle
enthusiasts to the capital in larg=
numbers.

In a related action, the Senate FI-
nance Committee summarily dis-
missed a measure that would have
required motorcyclists to obtain cata-
strophic health insurance.

Both bills were backed by the
Schaefer administration, which ar-
gued that the costs of high-risk be-
havior — In this case, motorcycling
— ought not be borne by the state,
particularly In a time of economic
difficulty when other health pro-
grams are being cut. The Senate
committee rejected the arguments by
a vote of 11-0.

In the House, Judiclary Commit-
tee Chairman John S. Arnick, D-Bal-
timore County, argued for mandato-
ry helmets by observing that the
state has routinely stepped into oth-
erwise private decisions in the inter-
est of public health and safety. The
economic aspect of the helmet issue,
he said, made the law even more
compelling this year.

Bringing the matter to a vote yes-
terday, he added, put the House on
course to break with its tradition of
delaying votes on most important
matters until later in legislative ses-
sions. .

Without contesting the budgetary
issues, opponents of the mandatory
helmet bill argued that the state leg-
islature was, once again, being asked
to “shove something down peoples’
throats that they don't want.” The
legislature has resisted the drive to
put helmets on cyclists almost every
year for the last decade.

Delegate Kenneth C. Montague,

™

D-Baltimore, said he did not believe
the medical cost arguments were
sufficlently strong to justify what he
called a “paternalistic approach.”

Mr. Montague's ne-mandatory-
helmet argument prevalled as the
bill died by a vote of 12-10.

In the related motorcycle insur-
ance Issue, proponents of a Depart-
ment of Health and Mental Hyglene
bill said motorcyclists should pur-
chase catastrophic health insurance
to save the state and federal govern-
ments as much as §9 million a year.
This contention ran into skepticism
and sharp questioning from the Sen-
ate Finance Committee. A similar
measure died in a House committee
last year.
Nelson J. Sabatini, a deputy sec-
retary of health, told the committee
that motorcyclists were involved in
accidents at 2.5 times the rate of
people In passenger vehicles; that
they also were Injured at 2.5 times
the rate of people motor vehicles and
that they died at three times the rate.

Thé average cost of treating mo-
torcycle injuries, he said, Is $23.000
as compared with $4,800 for other
vehicle injuries. In addition, a large
proportion of these Injured persons
must be cared for at state expense.
Twenty-elght percent of tiien. have
no health insurance — twice the un-
insured rate of the general popula-
tion, Mr. Sabatinl said.

He said the insurance would cost
between $150 and $450 a year —
but opponents of the measure said it
would more likely cost $1,500 a

“In these times of severe financial
problems,” he said, “we are making
cuts in services to the poor, the elder-
ly and the disabled. These funds
could have helped avert some of
these cuts.”

But Sen. Thomas P. O'Reilly, D-
Prince George's, sald his committee

the bill as “discriminatory”™
— targeting just one class of motor-
ists.

Moreover, he said, the committee
was not convinced the results would
be significant. “The juice just wasn't
worth the squeeze,” he said.
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Legislative Action: ABATE Style
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Testimony on the Helmet Bills: HB 31 & 32
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ABATE of Maryland’s STATE-Wide RAFF]

$1.00/CHANCE 65 PRIZES.DRAWING AT THE STATE PARTY!
1st prize $$1500. To the Shop/Dealer of your choice

2nd prize  $500. Gift Certificate donated by R&R Cycle Group

25 Certificates from the Maryland Motorcycle Safety Program for the Rider Courses
10 Memberships to the Motorcycle Riders Foundation

$25 Gift Certificate from Stan & Ollie’s East in Thurmont, MD

1 pair Mike Corbin Boots from Rockville H-D/BMW

$25 Gift Certificate from the Chrome Pony in Montville, PA

$25 Gift Certificate from Mr. B’s Lifestyles Mail Order New York

$100 Gift Certificate from Joe’s Bargin Cycle New Castle, DE

$25 Gift Certificate from Jerry Barrack in Gloucester, VA

$25 Gift Certificate from Brewster Cycle Den in Hagerstown

1 pair Carolina Engineer Boots from Brewster Cycle Den

Leather Vest from Jack’s Leather in Elkton, MD

Leather Tool Bag from Jack’s Leather in Elkton

$25 Gift Certificate from H-D of Washington, MD

1-$50 Tattoo from Little Gary’s Dover, DE

1-Sweatshirt and 1-Hat from Strickly British in Salisbury, MD

$100 Cash or equivalent of marine repairs or service Baytech Marine Queenstown, MD
2-hours labor from Foy’s Salvage in Goldsboro, MD

2- Dinner for 4 w/purchase of salad at Sizzler in Ellicott City, MD

6- Four movies passes to General Cinema in Columbia, MD

Thunder Jet Kit or other product of equal value at Zippers Cycle in Jessup, MD

3- Motorcycle Clocks from Curry’s Flving Eagle in Hampstead, MD

!
.



WANTS YOU TO PARTY WITH US AT OUR 13TH ANNUAL

Bike Show and Swapmeet
Sunday, April 21
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

FOOD & BEER AVAILABLE ALL BIKES WELCOME

Featuring: Custom & Vintage Motorcycles, Parts and Accessories, Prizes,
Good People and Good Times

LIVE MUSIC by Snake Bite
MOTORCYCLE SHOW (3 Trophies for each class)

CUSTOM (over 20 alterations)
STREET CUSTOM (11 to 20 alterations)
STREET (0 to 10 alterations)
EUROPEAN CUSTOM
EUROPEAN CLASSIC
JAPANESE CUSTOM
JAPANESE CLASSIC
DRESSER
RESTORED (1965 - down)
TRIKE

BEST PAINT & BEST OF THE SHOW

ALL ARE WELCOME
ADMISSION: $7, $1-off for current ABATE members
CHILDREN UNDER 2 ARE FREE
SHOW ENTRIES $15
SHOP DISLAYS $30 10X10 ft.
SET UP BEGINS AT 7 AM
STARTS AT 10 AM

LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL ON PREMISES
RAIN OR SHINE
NO DOGS, NO GLASS

DIRECTIONS: From Washington: Rt 50 to Rt 450 Annapolis Exit, to Rt 178 pass Annapolis Mall.
Continue to Fairgrounds on left
From Baltimore: Rt 3 to 197, to Crownsville Exit Rt 178. Follow 178 to Fairgrounds
on right.
From Southern Md:North on Rt 2. Turn left on Rt 178, pass Anna. Mall. Continue
to Fairgrounds on left.
For additional info call toll-free in Maryland 1-800-843-0252



COUNTIES’ CORNER

Calvert

Meetings first Wednesday at Mt. Hope 7:30.
Come to the meetings and found out what is
happening with ABATE.

Caroline

Meetings at East Side Bar (Upstairs), Maryland
Ave. Cambridge Third Wednesdays at 8 pm call
Wes 820-6585 or Walt 673-2984.

Carroll

Meetings at Deans in Hampstead last
Wednesday of the month at 7:30. The spring
Dance will be April 6, at Taneytown American
Legion. See flyer for details. Come on out and
show your support for ABATE.

Cecil/Harford

Come out to the meetings on the third Sunday
of the month at Poor Jimmy’s Resturant on Rt
40 in Northeast at 2pm. Look out for lots of
events this coming year.

Charles/Prince George's (AKA Southern Md)

Joint meetings at Lone Star, 1st Sunday 2pm.
We need more people to attend the meetings,
SO come on out.

Eastern Shore Chapters: Caroline, Dorchester,
and Talbot

Joint Meetings on third Wed. East Side Bar in
Cambridge (upstairs) 8 pm call Dave 822-5507
or Marty 745-5136.

To all members: effective January 1, 1991 -
Membership Drive! Also, we need to see your
smiling faces at one of these meetings. We
need your ideas on events this up coming
season. We now have three locations for
meetings. Get in Touch and Check one out!
-Dave director of Talbot & Dorchester

Frederick

Meetings: First Sunday at noon, Home Plate
Bar on South Street Frederick, Exit 55 I-70.
First Thursday Eilers’ garage off Rt144 &
Woodville Rd. Mt Airy 7:30. Dance on February
16 at the Ruritan Club in Mt. Pleasant. Lots
more events are planned. Call Tom 845-8868
for details.

Howard

First, thanks to all who helped out on our Toy
Run to University Hospital, it was a great
success. (Check out the photos) Second, it
you’re able to make the meetings (2nd Thursday
each month 7:30 at Friendly Inn, Rt 144 in
Ellicott City) please do. They've been growing.
We've signed new members at each of our last
few meetings and are looking for more. We've
got more things planned so come check us out.

Kent

You have two meetings a month. Come on out
to Newt’s in Chestertown, the first Saturday of
the month at 1pm or the last Thursday at 8pm.

Montgomery

The winner of the membership drive is Big
Howard. He brought in 14 new members.
Thank you, Big Howard and congratulations.
Check out the photos from our Toy Run. We
have two meetings a month! 1st Tuesday at
Woods Kozy Corner in Olney at 8pm. 2nd
meeting: 3rd Tuesday at Big Lou’s Wheaton
Crab House 8pm. Off Viers Mill Rd. behind
Little Tavern. At the 2nd meeting in January,
VIP’S attended the meeting. See photos from
that as well. We are the chapter with the
largest membership, come to the meetings and
show your support, besides you never know
what you’ll miss!

ueen Annes

Meetings at Gordi’s Home Temporarily.
Church Lane Grasonville phone 827-5184 for
more info, Time & Date.

St. Mary’s

We've moved our meeting to Hicks Country
Store, just South of Leonardtown on Medley’s
Neck Road. Lots of events are planned. For
more information call Wendy 373-5484.

Washington

Our meetings are the Second Sunday at 4 pm at
Greenbrier - Dogpatch Tavern, Across from
Greenbrier State Park. Let’s get growing again,
lots of events are planned for this spring. Help
show your support of ABATE by attending the
meetings and events.
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Chapter Toy Run to Holy Cross Hospital
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g FHOTOR BY LUCIAN PEAKINS —THE WASHINGTON POST
The Montgomery County Chapter of ABATE, a motorcycle rights group, rode
to Holy Cross Hospital in Silver Spring yesterday to hand out items It
collected in its third annual toy drive. Above left, before the ride, Santa Claus,
ak.a, Doug Beek, visits with 7-week-old Robin Clard, whose parents belong
to ABATE. Above right, Santa leads the motorcyclists as they make their way
to the hospital. At left, Seek hands a gift to Andrew Foreman, 14, a patient in
the pediatric unit.

Santa’s helper

Rene Cesaro shields herself and Santa, alias Walter “‘Catfish”
Bedlein, from rainy weather as the two walk out of the University
of Maryland Medical Services building in Baltimore. The two had
just finished delivering packages to hospitalized children on
behalf of the Howard County chapter of the ABATE motorcycle
rights group.

Staff photo by Timothy Jacobsen



1 was totaled by the

Bureaucracy

BY DENNIS SMITH: REPRINTED FROM THE
NEW YORK TIMES. FRIDAY, NOV. 30, 1990

I own a motorcycle - a three button, Brooks
Brothers, wingtip shoes kind of motorcycle -
and until a month nago it was still shiny,
scratchless and dentloss, afterayearolavoiding
potholes. That's when it was stolen from its
legal parking space on East 89th Strect. I
called the 19th Precinct.

“Oh yeah,” the desk officer said, “it just
came in, safe and sound.” There are many
reasons to like cops, and humor, I was to find,
is right up there. I proceed to the first, but
necessary, inconvenience.

On East 90th Street, I was told to wait for
a civilian clerk who was on the phone. It was
dinner time, and  had plans. I also have many
yearsofcivil service experience, and so I waited
for a length of time I thought sufficiently polite
until [ pressed for attention.

The arresting oflicer scon appeared, and
be like everyone there was congenial and con-

) 1 hown the 1 4

that it had a forced ignition system, a dent, a
few scratches and a broken clutch lever. I
congratulated the officer for making the arrest
and thanked him for saving the motorcycle.

“Would you sign the complaint?” heasked,
presenting the form. t

Thetwoperpetrators, who had thrown my |
bike over when thoy had boen chased, werein |
a holding pen in the next room. I thought about. |

aftor he had stolon them, I wondered if it could
be possible that theso teen-agers might alsobe
sorry about sbusing the property of another.
However, having lived all my life in New York
City, 1 contemplated just a moment before
signing.

Signing was a great mistake. It is pot a
civic duty to prosecute someone who docs you

called and askod mo to mmmensmhsnmetm
sign a deposition. The

Three wecks later, [ loarn that I must get
a doposition cortificate from the District Attor-
ney to permit me o colloct my motorcycle from
the Whitestone pound. Whitostone? Why dida't
they just take a Polaroid of my motorcycle?
How did thoy get my motorcycle to Whitestone?

Icalled the D.A.'sofTico. “Oh yes,” s woman
uld,'th-tmwnd:lspnndlnlmk_ Didn't
anyone call you'

*No,” Inpllodinﬂulan-nrlh fourth
inconvenience.

“If you don't hear back from me today,”
she concludes, “call back.”

1 call back the next day. “Yes, the trialis
Wlndywmmuuhwnfurlh-dhp-il.‘nn
certificate.

"Would you please mail tun me? You see,
I'm working on a book, and...

“You gotta come down® - this from a
lawyer’s office - "how do we know it's you il we
mail it to you?*

“Bocause T have already proved [ am meto
the arresting officer.”

*"We'reopen from 9 to 5, One Hogan Place.”

Inconvenience No. 5 - a not inconsiderable
one: It costs money to park a car in the court
section of town, or $2.30 il you go by subway or
bus. The afternoon was shot, but I got the
cortificate.

The official, printed directions to the

Yorkers, so I called the printed number of the
pound for alternate instructions for two days,
no fewer than 25 times. It is busy. I take the
Triborcugh, make two pit stops for directions
and find myselfat the Polics Department
which is & mile from the Whitestone pound. I
am at the bolling point: Inconvenience Ne. €,
and pushing No. 7.

There is a line in the shack at the
‘Whitestone pound, and the man ahead of me

harm. It is a choice you make, & docision that
should be dotermined by the amount of incon-
venience you are willingto putup with, balanced
against the dogree of harm you suffored. Had I
not signod, I could have reposscssed my mo-
torcycle whils it was still in the ballpark of
“gafe and sound.” And, of course, tho toen-agers
would have been released.

“Just a couple of wecks,” the officer as-
sured. “Held as evidence.” This is the sccond |
inconvenience.

The following day the arresting officer

speaks only Spanish. After 20 minutes or soof
. he police officer behind the plasts

R 3 ‘hmp. - 1 !b"h
melting-pot-to-glorious-mosaic theory, says,
'Lmhplmmbn&o:hﬂwnﬂl.udm

want to talk to &
l.lnmtnlpukEnzlhhhyw?No.m‘nplnz
to have to speak Cxechoslovakian, right?®

There is a quizzical look on the faces of all
of us in line. And we wait, Finally, a Spanish-
speaking clerk appears, saying, “What should
Itell him?™

CONTINUED ON PAGE 50
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“Tell him that we found drugs in his car,”
the cop answers, *that we've confiscated his
car, and that he'll never get his carback again.”

“Wathcoo mean?” saysthe man before me,
with an alacrity that gives the appcarance of
understanding English. *I no drugs.”

Thethree convene toside huddleand [am
given a release to retrieve my yele from

ABATE.PAC

From ABATE of Indiana

Catastrophic Insurance puts

new meaning into the phrase

iihend over”

a compound where about 300 motorcycles are
stored. Better than photographs of the skyline,
this pen conveys the size of the city. Most of the
bikes are thrown one against the other, and

JENNFER NICHOLS - ABATE PAC CHAIRMAN

mine is found in a motorcycle ghetti of
tangled handlebars. In my struggle toscparate
|t, 1 n-.llu I lm at Inconvenience No. 8. Also,

-yele hasbeen handled
with | profoynd indifTerence.

One week later, the insurance adjuster
calls from the repair shop. Like most things on
wheels in America, the sum of my motorcycle's
parts is worth three or four times the valuc of
the thing’s whole. *So many scratches,” the
adjuster says, “dents, broken mirror, ignition
system, rubbers and handles. We'll have o
total it. Will you settle for its book valuc?’

The adjuster sends me another form to

sign.

Look, I don't work for anyone. For my
time, lansweronly to myself. And, fortunately,
1 can absorb the loas. But what about all those
New Yorkers who cannot?

50

In the early spring of 1990, legislation was
introduced into the Maryland state legisla-
ture which would have required all motor-
cyclists to carry catastrophic health insur-
ance. What this meant to motoreyclista in
Maryland was on top of the regular insur-
ance coverage already carried by them an
additional policy would have tobe picked up
at an estimated $1,300 per year. It should
be noted that the only insurance company
that would consider carrying such a policy
was Blue Cross Blue Shield. It was under
the condition that they would be the only
insurance company allowed to provide this
type of insurance policy. Sounds like a mo-
nopoly doesn't it?

I know when I first heard about this
cstastrophic insurance  wondered just what
kind of policy this way. So I did a little bit of
research on the subject. The first thing that
caught my attention was this policy is not
the same as your regular motorcycle in-
surance, which is probably running you
about $300 per year. This means you would
have to keep your old policy and
the catastrophic insurance on top of that. So
we're looking at roughly $1,600 per year for
you to insure your scoot. Unless you plan on
having a passenger on back then it's going
to run you an additional $1,300, bringing
youar total to $2,900.

The supposed idea behind this cata-

between $25,000 - $100,000. This is where
yourcatastrophicinsurance kicksin. It pays
the difference botween what the automo-
bile driver isn't covered for and the actual
cost of what the secident cost you, Therefore
in theory saving the stato from having to
pick up the costs of the uncovered hospital
and medical billa. What doos this mean to
motorcycle ridera? Well, not onlydo we have
to tolerate all the accidonts caused by au-
tomobile drivers, we have to pay for them
because of the drivers’ lack of adequate
insurance coverage.

To add fucl to the fire take a look at the
dollar figures and sce who's in the market
for another multi-million dollar office build-
ing and some pretty high dividend checks at
the end of the fiscal year. Probably raises
and more lobbyists too.

First I took the total U.S. motorcycle
registrations, 4,218,985, timos the amount
suggested for catastrophic insurance:
$1,300; this gives us the total income gener-
ated from catastrophic insurance for single
riders: $5,484,680,500. I then figured at
least 75% of all riders carry p

biledriverawho don't pay off) $840,000,000.
This equals the dollar amount of unpaid
bills we are responsible for nationally or
divide that by 50 states to give you the
average perstate: $16,000,000. Lastbut not
loast I took the grand total paid into the
insurance company minus tha total dollar
amount of unpaid injury costs motorcyclists
are responsible: $9,598,190,875 minus
840,000,000 equals $8,758,190,875.00.
‘This profit figure puts new meaning
into the word price gouging. I thought there
were laws against this.
the efforts of ABAT.E. of
Maryland, MRF, MIC, and the AMA this
bill was killed in committee, The problem is
just like the national helmet bills, the in-
surance companies couldn't do it through
the states so they took it to the federal
government, where they have more connec-
tions. This uonﬂ]ywhnﬂuy‘n!nhrﬂln]
todowith th which
is why I used the u.-l U.S. registrations

$4,113,510,375; this gives a plnd total d‘
$9,598,190,875 paid to the insuranco com-
panies; next I took the total costs of all
motorcycle injuries in the WU.S.
$3,500,000,000: times 60% of accidents for
which the bile driver is rosponaibl

$2,100,000,000. This gives us the figure
which the automobile driver is liable for. I

luophkinmmuilt}dui!'yw'—‘ lved

id Tat"

alefthand mminlnyuurpnthlndrunlym
over, you aren't at fault. But you are one of
those rare cases in which your medical bills
and work loss time exceeds the limit of the
eutomobile drivers coverage. This normally

then sub d that figure from the total
cost of all injuriea leaving us with the total
cost of injuries motorcyclists are respon-
sible to pay: $1,400,000,000. I then took the

of hospital and medical bills
imrmmmpuﬁclcldmwemnﬂpqﬁnz
60% (which is the same amount of automo-

‘lit‘ 1 l'd]] i to
keep. don things
lmcm-mb'lmﬂntfwmllﬂw?“"

tistics and other information on this issue
80 when some sort of legislation is drafted

- we'll already have all our information gath-

erod and will be ready to act.

Anyone who runs acroes any informs-
tion concerning catastrophic insurance that
might be useful send it to me.

Until next tithe,
Jennifer Nichols
375 S. Cave Rd.

H n, IN 47401

‘Bloomingto:
(812)825-2765




From MRF

A man sits in a field with his wrists bound by rope. His
only goal is to get free of his bonds, and he chews frantically
at the ropes, focusing all of his attention and energy on this
task. Another man sits on a hill nearby and whittles as he
watches this curious drama, but it is not happening in his yard,
80 it is not his probiem and he makes no move to help. Eventual-
ly, he tires of watching and decides to take a nap in the warm
sun, Finally the captive breaks through the last fibers aof his
bonds and leaps up with a shout of triumph, which quickly turns
to a moan of dismay as he realizes that while he was singlemin-
dedly fighting his bends, his captors have built a cage arocund
him. The second man awakes at the shout, and opens his eyes to
see the bars of a cage between himself and the sky. He too moans
in dismay at the realization that if he had helped the first man
shed his bonds, they might both be free now.

So, you ask, what does this have to do with bikers? Plenty!
Any state where bikers®’ rights groups focus exclusively on the
issues within their borders is doing the same as the first man.
Any rights group that is busily fighting territorial or ego
sguabbles is the first man’s equal. Any state where several
groups are stomping all over each other in an effort to win
“supremacy", rather than working as a team, is too. Those states
who watch their neighbors fall under the yoke of restrictive
legislation are in the shoes of the second man.

This parable is about tunnel-vision and complacency.

Had the tirst man taken a break from his frantic nibbling

now and then, he would have seen the first poles of the cage

. ap adu Soen chle to kick them away, buying himself saome
time. He could have divided his energy between the two tasks,
and gotten free of his bonds while there was still a chance to
escape the cage. What the seccre man could have done is obvious
- he could have freed the man, but his complacency helped land
them both in a bigger mess.

The first bars of our cage wer2 constructed last year -
zdera. Billg S-1C07 and HR-IF2S. =Svery state rights group has
2ts Zwn l2zal prablams toc take care of, but enough 9f us took a
litti2 time tO k:iT¥ away at thes=2 so0 that trhey stallec out. Much
¥ ~y againet %his lagisiation came from the midwest and
= staces, Mmany of which Zo no: currently have helmet laws
artults. Whe-2 wer2 the r2stT Tne sponsors and CC-sSpoNscrs

legislation are largely from states that responded only
~ith a whimp2r. 1 don’t understars trat at all. Are you too
Sus; n:bbling at ygur bonds to realize what is hadpening argund
y2uT Or dc you thin® that because you already have ycur hafds
found that thme cage «ill nct matter tz y2uT Are we all going to
wakD up some 2ay arn? find that we have beer caged In with NO way

2utT That i3 etactl’ w~nat will happen (‘ w~e 2c not ALL begin to
work togethe~ MOW. This legislation di2d 10 1990, but that does
A0t nean. that zonstruction of the cage has ended. Resurrection
is not limitea =c the Bible - Congress 1s very good at it, and we
have been assured that this legislation will be introduced again.
We must stop focusing so narrowly on whatever our individual
group is chewing on and work on the weak spots in this cage that
Senator Chatfee and Representative Cocper are trying to build
arcund us.

We also cannot afford to stand by and watch ocur neighboring
states lose their fights against restrictive legislation. If toco
many have their hands bound, those who are able to fight are too
few to be effective. We need to offer whatever help we can to
those who are fighting to repeal statutory restrictions while we
ALL kick at the cage. It is mueh easier to overturn state laws
than feceral legislation. We cannot lav cown on the job. This
tight belongs to ALL of us.

Scume people don’t try *o fight because they teel they can’'t
do anything. They can't - ALONE, but tcgether we can. OCne lone
voice in the wilderness will be lost, but ar outcry from hundreds
of theusands would shake the foundations of our government.

It is far past the time when we need to put aside all of our
differences and indifferences arnd stand united against thase who
would see us caged. 1 don‘t know about you, but the first bars
of this cage cast shadows that give me a chill!

Written by
Linda Beex

The bike that I ride is a Jap.

A bike that they say is all crap.

But if jap s crap,

and such a bad rap,

How the hell did one end up in my lap?

The bike they all ride i3 a Harley.

A bike, which some say, is too gnarly.

It shakes and it ratties

Sfrom the ground to the saddle.

You can stand it awhile, but only barely.

The bikes that we ride are two-wheelers,
And to some folks we're all wheeler-dealers.
But we ride everyday,

and we will have our say

about helmets and such “safety” features.

The jackets we wear are of leather.
For ridin' in all kinds of wecther.
But to our legislative foes

who have given us such woe,

our cause will hold us together.

The name on our patch says ABATE;
A patch that some love to hate.
But as a true biker trait

we U decide our own fate.

And hope that it won’t be too late!

Helmets aren’t fun, it's no lie.

They say that without one we U die.

But it's what's in yer head

that keeps ya from bein’dead,

Not some buckst forced on ya from on high.

So do it today, and write a letter to say

how lost freedoms don't work, they're a drag...
Cause if it's left to the others

and all the ones you call brothers,

you could be left holding the bag!

Spread the word far and wide, let those who
ride decide

about what’s best for ourselves and our
children.

We'll do what we do best,

we U take and pass every test.

Just let us alone. . . and that means free, man/

From ABATE of New Mexico




FORTHE RIDERS

BY THE RIDERS

r
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY Yo become a part of the MRF grass-roots

: n::::.ﬂwm-d—dunwuﬂum
NAME $20.00, along with mmnm.-d-lm%vm

: ADDRESS taking charge of your personal freedom, you'll....
Yy RECEIVE WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP:

| H 4 Bssues of the "American Bikers journal” magazine.

i STATE llmufh":‘flepum'm.

I MRF Supporter

l ZIP CODE Il MRF Supporter Embroldered Patch.

I PHONE I Your rights as an Amedcan ditizen.

: AGE msma-w—,vut‘-

| CORTA P.0. Bax 11153, Minneapolis, MN, 55411

| SIGNED-UP BY If you have questions, phone (612) 522-8024

|

|

ACCIDENT 22

RIDE FREE
RIDE
PROTECTED

Local Maryland Offices
To Serve You

ABATE OF MARYLAND enDORSES THIS
PROGRAM FOR ITS MEMBERS

Law Offices of

Richard M. Lester

A Law Corporation
FREE legal consultation
Founder of Ald to Injured Motorcyclists
Attorneys Who Ride
No Recovery = No Fee
We Make House Calls

Financial Sponsor of
Natlonal Coalition of Motorcyclists

24 Hours - Toll Free
NATIONWIDE
(BOO) 531-2424
(800) ON-A-BIKE

Eastern District Legislative Coordinator

"What Is’News"

Recently I watched CNN as
they removed any faith I had in
their standard of honesty and
newsworthiness.

I realize some shows and
newspapers rely on broadcasting
or printing garbage and inflated
controversy to sell themselves.
This is their product and as losg
as there are ignorant sloths
around to buy their product they
will flourish. I have always re-
garded CNN as the New York
Times of Newscasting. All the
news that fit to print, etc. Until
recently when I saw a segment
on helmet laws in America.
These were not streched truths
they were claiming as statistics,
they were lies. First of all, the
American public should have
caught on when they compared
California without a helmet law
1o Georgia with a helmet law.
Why go to opposite corners of
America when they could have
compared California to Nevada
right next door? Nevada has a
helmet law to make comparisons
to. All of the other variables
would be more likely to remain

consistent such as riding season,
road conditions, weather and rid-
ing styles because they are much
closer. This would be important
in any responsible comparison.
Even so, their claims were false.
CNN claimed that the rider in
California was four times more
likely to die in a motorcycle ac-
cident in California than in Geor-
gia. According to the Motorcy-
cle Safety Foundation, Georgia
had 2,058 accidents resulting in
60 fatalities or 2.92 deaths per
100 accidents. California had
20,899 accidents resulting in 620
fatalities or 2.97 deaths per 100
accidents so CNN's claim simply
bears no resemblence to reality.
Furthermore, CNN claimed that
Wyoming had something like a
178% increase in fataltics when
they removed their helmet law.
Wyoming only had nine motor-
cycle accident fatalities last year.
Any high school student knows
that when you deal with very
small numbers and increase them
by whole numbers, the percent-
ages go up rapidly. That is why
responsible surveys must survey
large groups of people to get

credible results. I could show

From ABATE of New York

you states that had dramatic in-
creases in fatality rates when a
helmet law was instated. What
is important is to look at the big
picture not an insignificant seg-
ment in order to get honest sta-
tistics. If they did, CNN would
see that across America, whether
your state has a helmet law or
not the average deaths per 100
accidents are incredibly close.

I .am not here to argue helmet
laws though. This is just what I
know. My point is, when we see
a segment on gun control, crime,
capital punishment, abortions,
drug use or whatever, we should
have a right to some degree of
honesty and not have to worry if
some special interest group or
insurance lobby has paid for, or
influenced, a station into broad-
casting their propaganda. CNN
brought back a line I recall from
a Morton Downey show " There
are three kinds of lics; little lies,
big lies and then statistics.

Thank You

AJ Travis

Continuation of

"What is News"

After writing this article, I
leamned why CNN promotes
such onc-sided trash aimed at
convincing the American public
that we need more laws. We are
just too damn free for our own
good from their point of view.

Forbes magazine from Sept.
17th contained an article called
"Ra!ph Nader, Inc." Among oth-
er things, Forbes said, * Michael
Kinsley, now co-host of CNN's
“[}ussﬁmm lslonc of many ex-

! employees strategically
slaced in the elite media.

Ralph Nader is involved to
ome degree or another in 29

different organizations with
combined revenues of 79-80
million dollars. Nader is also
widely supported by the Insu-
rance industry.and plaintiff at-
tomies. These attornies total
contingent fee payments are es-
timated to exceed 10 billion

- dollars a year. !

To make matters worse, one
of his corporations is one of
our greatest adversaries. Itis
headed byla name that is much
more familiar to motorcycling.
Joan Claybrook and the Advo-
cates for Highway and Auto
Safety.

I strongly recommend that
anyone with a concern for his

or her rights go to your library
and ask for the Sept 17th issue
of Forbes magazine. It's long
but worth reading. It may also
be a good idea for us to increase
our letters to newspapers in re-
gards to these things. Naturally,
it must be of interest to the gen-
eral public so don't dwell too
heavily on the helmet law but
on freedom restricting legisla-
tion in general. Letters to the
cditor are frequently printed and
it can be our media tool to com-
bat the influx of propaganda
from those'with a finicial inter-
est in seeing us cease to exist.
Liberty Through Unity

AJ Travis
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"WRITE TO RIDE".. BIKER LOBBY
GROWS STRONGER

BAM NEWS RELEASE
Considering that only about 250,000 of America’s §
belong to a biker rights
organization, it’s amazing how successful the biker
lobby has been against the constant legislative attacks
on our rights. Further testimony to our collective
clout is the fact that most of these assaults on our
liberties have been backed by the most powerful and
influential lobbies in the country -- the insurance
lobby, the medical lobby, and the Detroit (auto
makers) lobby; all three are organized, professional
groups and are top PAC contributors.

How heve our small, relatively poor and loose-knit
biker rights organizations succeeded in defending us
against such overwhelming odds?

Because bikers are VO CAL!

We’ve learned how to effectively communicate with
government by mobilizing grass-roots efforts. The
"biker-on-the-street” is our most powerful weapon...
and letter writing is the ammunition.

Every time that a helmet law or other
anti-motorcycle legislation is under consideration,
we’re able to Mfood politicians’ mailboxes and tie up
their phone lines.

Since less than 5% of all motorcyclists belong to
rights groups, and only about 10% OF THOSE are
ACTIVE members, imagine how powerful we could
become if we could motivate more bikers into getting
involved! Forget about DEFENDING our rights; we
could take the OFFENSIVE and start lobbying for
passage of biker-friendly laws!

These are the kinds of thoughts that led
motorcycling attorney Russ Brown and Bikers Against
Manslaughter (B.A.M.) to the idea for a new
promotional campaign called, "Write to Ride". The
Write to Ride program rewards motorcyclists for
letters to their legislators whenever
anti-motorcycle legislation is introduced. Simply pen
a letter to your political representative, send a copy of
the letter to Russ Brown at B.A.M. National
Headquarters, 5455 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1600, Los
Angeles, CA 90036, and B.A.M. will send you a
Certificate of Distinction suitable for framing.

B.A.M. hopes that this new incentive program will
increase the number of bikers who get politically
active through letter writing. According to Russ
Brown, "We think that getting a biker to write their
FIRST letter is the toughest job for most biker rights
groups. Once the biker has written an initial letter,
they’re likely to write more because they discover that
it’s not really as painful as they thought it would be.
Our new Write to Ride Program is designed to assist

million motorcyclists

writing

the various rights groups in motivating their members
and fellow riders to write by offering them an
incentive -- recognizing them for their contributions
to our lobbying efforts".

Positive publicity and good press coverage will also
play an important role in the future of the bikers'
rights movement. So, as an extension of the Write to
Ride program, B.A.M. will award a beautiful S-color
acrylic plaque to anyone who gets a Letter To The
Editor or other pro-motorcycling article published in a
nev.;paper or magazine that is not a
motorcycle-oriented publication. Again, simply send a
copy of the published article to B.A.M. and receive a
plaque "In Recognition Of Your Efforts On Behall Of
Motorcyclists.”

Also, any motorcycle club or organization that
achieves positive coverage in the media can apply for
one of the recognition plaques by submitting in
writing a full explanation of the coverage and how it
will benefit motorcyclists.

Everyone likes to be rewarded for their hard work
and dedication. If B.AM.s
succeeds in enticing more riders to write to their

recognition program

elected officials, and can mobilize motorcyclists into
becoming more publicily conscious... there’s no telling
how powerful and influential the Biker Lobby can
become.

BAM founder Russ Brown (right) and National
Director Bill Bish show off the new
"Write to Ride" program awards




The Nov. 19 Personalities column related that rock musician David Crosby crashed his
motorcycle recently "breaking his leg, ankle and shoulder and suffering internal injuries... The 49-year-old
singer..was not wearing a helmet at the time."

The report was almost a duplicate of the lurid account of unhelmeted Billy Idol’s injuries in a
bike crash. That neither musician sustained a head injury or that the use of a helmet is not generally
believed to reduce the incidence of broken limbs are facts to which your reporter seems singularly

indifferent.

The next time such an incident happens, may I suggest the following form: "Rock star Ivan and
Human Tattoo, 23, lost control of his motorcycle yesterday on Skull Mountain and plunged 13,900 feet
to his death. He was wearing a helmet at the time."

It makes as much sense.

-Robert Higdon

Copied from the Washington Post, date uncertain

Quote for the month: "Science may have found a cure for most evils but it has found no remedy for the
worst of them all: the apathy for all human beings." -Helen Keller

TUESDAY. JANUARY 22, 1991

AB THE

GEORGE"

‘Nay’ to gun lockup,
seat belt law change

Gov. William Donald Schaefer had a lot of good things to say
last week in his annual State of the State address to the General
Assembly, good things about remaining upbeat in the face of
war and recession, about giving the Lin-
owes Commission recommendations for
changing the state tax structure a fair
hearing, about the nced for higher gaso-
line taxes.

We'll get more specific about some of
those good things on another day; today, we'd like to address 2
couple of Schaefer’s not-so-good ideas. M

\ oo

The governor wants to allow police to stop cars if they see
peaple ot wearing their seat helts. and to tequive parents with
guns to keep their fircarms locked away from their children,

While both proposals are well-intentioned and safety-mind- Maryland drivers don’t deserve a law that could be used as a

ed, we cannot support either.

First, the seat belt proposal. The current law, passed in 1986 like.

after years of debate, makes not wearing your seat belt a *“‘sec-
ondary" offense. That means it is against the law but net reason
enough in itself for the police to stop you. Schaefer wants to
make not wearing a scat belt a “*primary” offense, like speeding
or running a stop sign. That would allow police to pull you over
Just for not buckling up — and this in a state that allows motor-
cyclists to ride around without helmets.

We never liked the seat belt law to begin with, considering it
another governmental intrusion on private rights and freedom
of choice. (And to those who argue that seat belts save the pub-
lic from paying medical bills for careless people who get them-
selves maimed, we say why not simply bar people from recover-
Ing insurance moncy for injuries that wearing a seat belt could
have prevented.)

The fact that failing to buckle up was a secondary offense
was the only positive aspeet of the seat belt law. And now
Schaefer wants to change that.

Not wearing o seat belt ix profoundly stupid, but it is hur(llyh

waorth i police stop. ‘The police have better things to do, and

pretext for the police to stop somcone whose looks they don't

e ———

oon

Jay

| PERSONAL INJURY
WORKERS COMP.

Law Of.ﬁces of
Irwin Block

NO RECOVERY
NO FEE
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FULL RANGE OF LEGAL SERVICES
Baltimore County Office

Eve. & Weekend
By Appointment

Northwest Business Center
50 Gwynns Mill Court
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117-3511
(301) 356-6555

Voice & TOD
ABATE. of MD

AMA. l




—)( Membership Party *
Noon-Noon
June 22&23, 1991 ———>—

**More Entertainment
3 Bands
Field Events
Carnival Games :
Wet T Contest 1
Tatoo Contests Ll VE “
**More Food Available
Breakfast

Lunch
Dinner-featuring Pit Beef

Camping, Hot Showers, Beautiful Scenery, No Hassels, Good Timeg

$15 Admission per person, Members Only (1 guest allowed MUST BE DATE),
Membership Available at Gate-$15 annual dues

Cumberland F alrgl‘ OundS (Same place as previous year’s)
Located in Scenic Western Maryland
Security on Premises! NO DOGS, NO GLASS CONTAINERS

For more information call toll-free in Maryland 1-800-843-0252
Outside of Maryland call 1-301-845-8868



STATL N ARTIRS
sVIaT &
ARNAPOLIS. MD 21401

MAILINC ADDRESS
POST OIMCL BOX 1733
ANNADOLIS. MD. 21404

'|§Bg33<nn
HD. RESIDINTS ONLY
(301) 2639185
NON-RESIDINTS

Dedicaled To Responsible Motorcycle Legislation

February 2, 1991

State Directors meeting held on January 27, 1991 was called to
order at 12:15 PM.

Roll call of Bmard of Directors and County Directors was taken.

LEGISLATIVE: REPORT

House Bills 31 and 32 were defeated by a vote of 10-12. Senate
Bill 27 was defeated by a vote of 11-0. Senate 8ill 130 has not
yet been scheduled for a hearing. It was suggested that letters
of thanks be sent to the Delegate in your area who voted against
the two House Bills.

pebbie Lough requested that everyone comb newspapers for any
articles concerning motorcycling, civil liberties suits, etc.
and send them to the Annapolis office and they will be kept on
file to help us in our cause to continue maintaining our freedom

of choice.

We will be looking into ways to expand the availability of the
Motorcycle Safety Course and ways to make it more appealing to
the general public.

TREASURERS REPORT

Copies of the financial report covering the period 10/29/90 -
1/27/90 were distributed and discussed with a motion to accept
being made by Tom Bruce and Gary Snyder and carried by all.

It is the opinion of the ABATE bookkeeper and attorney that it
is to our advantage to pay back taxes for the past four years to
obtain non-profit status. Papers have been filed with the IRS
for ABATE to operate as a for profit corporation while we
continue to work for a non-profit status.

Will Lough presented a proposal to make a change to the present
By-Laws concerning one central ABATE of Maryland bank acccunt (a
copy of which will be sent to each county director).

A motion was made by Bob Spandbureh and seconded by Wendy
Anderson to  amend the present By-Laws (Article IV, Section &) as
was read by Will tLough from rough copy that was issued to all
directors with amendment to remove Article IV, Section 3.
Motion was carried by 17 with 1 ebiection (Animal) and 1 abseatee ALLSTMAEE.

(Paul Jackson).

Meeting was adjourned at 4:20 PM.

All monies held by individual county chapters over $300.00 are
to be placed in the ABATE central bank account as soon as
information packet is received. A letter is to be sent to the
ABATE office stipulating the date when and the amount of monies
over the $300.00 was placed in the central account.

A motion was made by Tom White and seconded by Tom Bruce to
remove the wor "Non-Profit" from the By-lLaus. Motion was passed
19-0 with one abstainee (Lenny Holcomb).

MEMBERSHIP. SECRETARY. REPORT

Current active membership is approximately 1700 people. Diskette
for individual county membership is available upon request.
Copies of membership as of 12/31/90 were handed out to each
county director. If any changes are to be made, flag them on
the copy handed out and return to office to be forwarded to Dan.

The new membership applications will be sent to each county
director shortly. Membership will be full only (no associate/s)
at $15.00 or a lifetime membership at $150.00.

Motion was made by Tom Bruce and seconded by Gary Snyder to keep
the lifetime membership at $150.00. Motion was passed.

In the near future, there will be a need to purchase another
copy of computer programs Q & A ($250.00), Lotus I, II, III
($500.00), and another more up to date computer (approximately
$3500.00), a laser printer (approx. $1500.00) or a pin printer
(approx. $600.00).

NEWSLETTER EDITOR REPORT

Next newsletter will be out within the next three weeks. Request
made to go out and solicite ads for the upcoming issue and get
them to Sally Bruce as soon as possible.

OLD BUSINESS

All donations for the upcoming raffle are to be sent into the
office by 1/31/91 so tickets can be printed. Orawing is to be
held at the State Party on 6/22/91. Tickets will be $1.00 each.

Motion was made by Lenny Holcomb and seconded by Dam B8righam to
increaze the office secretariec salary to $6008B. Motion was
approved by all.

The ARATE tee shirt logo will be distributed thru the State
office only with the logn being available either on the front or
back. Individual county chapter tee shirts can be done if the
county logo (silk screen only) is given to the State.

It was agreed that Rudy Burgee was to be reimbursed $87.87 for
monies paid by him personally to cover checks written by the
present Anne Arundel County chapter director.

’
State will pay registration fee for those wanting to attend a
legislative seminar sponsored by ABATE of Pennsylvania on
February 8 & 9th if informed by 1/31/91.

UPCOMING _EVENTS

2/09 - Frederick Co. Turkey Shoot

2/16 - Frederick Co. Sweethearts Dance

2/15-17 - International Motorcycle Show @ Festival Hall
2/23 - Cecil/Harford Bowl-A-Thon

3/23 - Frederick Co. Blood Run

4/06 - Carroll Co. Dance

4/21 - ABATE Bike Show

6/22 - ABATE State Party

7728 - R and R Bike Show

Volunteers are needed to help out at the International Show.
Contact Sally Bruce if you can help.

If any county has not turned in a list of upcoming events to
State, please do so immediately.



HAVE YOU SEEN THE SUDAFED COMMERCIAL?

MATIOMAL COALITION \ \ Aid to Injured Motorcyclist

OF MOTORCYCLIETE
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Encino, California 91436
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Press Release Press Release Press Release

1991 For Hore Information:

January 7,
Pepper S. Hassey

SUDAFED TARGETS BIKERS AS BAD GUYS

The Burrovs Welcome Company, makers of Sudafed Antihistamines has

recently aired a commercial portraying motorcyclists as the "bad
guys”®.

The commercial shows @ man getting on a Triumph vhile the voice

over explains that he has just tsken an antihistsmine and is about to

ride, even though the package varns that this drug may cause
drovsiness implying it may be unsafe for him to drive.

Next, a vwoman is showvn getting into her car with a veice over
describing how she has just taken a Sudafed, but it will not make her

drovsy therefor alloving her to drive cafely, or in this case implying

that she vill be acting safer than the biker.

Followving scene: drowsy biker slmost crashes into upstanding

citizens car. Auto driver everves barely missing biker and locks back

at biker with distaste ss she safely continues on her vay.

When spproached to ansver questions a Sudafed spokesperson stated
that they did not intend to target a particular group of people but
rather tried to shov tvo different types of vehicles. They had no
snsver as to hov long the commercial wvould be aired or if they vould

discontinue running the commercial.
The Haticnal Coelition of Motorcyclists is cutraged that
motorcyclists, once sgain, sre being shovn as unsafe, uncaring

inconsiderate members of society. We urge you to write letters and

make phone calls to let Sudafed know that
tired of being singled out as the "BAD GUY

HERE’S WHO TO WRITE TO

Burrowe Welcome Company
3030 Cornvallsce Road
Research Trisngle Park, NC 27709

e consumers ve are sick and
This is another slur
intended to degrade and insult motorcyclists, perpetuating the publics

Attn: He. Lisa Barrens RECEIVED JAil 14 1991

Y1 (Beo) 722-9292

(Please print in nevsletters and distribute to your members

&

900 Gwyres Ma Court

Owvags Mats, M0 21117 3511 '
HOO B75 6554
By Appoweitiens, Only Vime 100
Betsmors Cay Offce fos No
wastwglon, DC Ottce [H01] 501 2215

January 17, 19yl

Burrows Welcome Company
J¥38 Cornwallace Road
Research Triangle Park, North Carula

ATTENTION: Ms. Lisa Barrens
Re: Sudafed Antihistamine Advertisement
Dear Ms. Barrens:

Please be advised that, as a perennial user of
Sudafed, 1 was appalled by the recent commercial showing
an operator mounting his motorcycle after having taken an
antihistamine which would have caused drowsiness, while
the driver of an automobile took your product and was able
to drive without hazard to herself or to other persons on
the highway.

1 have used Sudated for ‘many years. 1 acknowledge
that taking a pure decongestant, while not necessarily
blocking all the symptoms of a cold or allergy, allowed me
to properly function as an attorney in court much less
operating my automobile, and yes, my motorcycle.

1 am also an instructor for the HMaryland Motorcycle
Safety Program and part of our rider education is
awareness of the adverse effects of medication including
cold remedies,

Unfortunately your advertisement seems to i1ndicate
that a motorcyclist 1s incapable of understanding the
difference in products and would voluntarily operate a
machine that is inherently more subject to the physical
limitations of a person than an automobile. 1t has been
my experience, both as an attorney and as a motorcyclist,
that operators of cars are no less likely to consume
incorrect products, be they alcohol, legal or 1llegal
drugs, based upon the security of their machine.
Unfortunately the public can perceive your advertisement
as reflecting just the opposite. Your advertisement
would, in my experience, have been more appropriate if the
person injesting Sudafed had been the motorcyclist and the
automobile operator swerving all over the road.

le witld
discumtort with
ducvs nuthing e
ta do both in my

I am
the latter a
your present
teintorce what 1

riding and in my PIS0 dawate of the
necessity ot riding avting well with the
motor vehicle public.

1 would request that this advertise withdrawn

id no of 1mplyinyg
5 tu b nued ot

s of medications. Until

ot

and a statement made that you
that motorcyclists were obliv
respecting the adverse reaction
such time I must now look tu alternate medicatio
which many are now available, to relieve any congestion
problems that may occur over this and future winters.
Obviously my independent rejection ot your product, as
well as any other Burrows product, will not effect your
profit but I also intend, by copy of this letter, to
notify other motorcyclists in the State of Maryland and
nationwide of my concern and perhaps a naticnwide boycott
would draw this matter to your attention quicker.

Very truly yours,

Jay Irwin Block

JlB:are

cc: ABATE of Maryland
Harley Owners Group (HOG) of Maryland
Harley Owners Group (HOG) of Metro
Harley Owners Group (HOG) of Frederick
Harley Owners Group (HOG) of Annapolis
National Coalition of Motorcyclists



Howard|

ou i
Fairgrounds,
Maryland

Motorcycle

SUNDAY
MARCH 17, 1991

Jam-On Productions presents a Motorcycle
Swapmeet at the Howard County Falrgrounds
(Maryland).

BUY...SELL...TRADE
PARTS, BIKES, ACCESSORIES,
ETC.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

RAIN OR SHINE!
ADMISSION: $6.00 — CHILDREN FREE!
STARTS 10:00 a.m. — MUSIC ALL DAY
VENDOR SPOTS (10 x 10) $35.00
USED PARTS ONLY $25.00
$100.00 DOOR PRIZE
LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL ON PREMISES
FOOD ON PREMISES!
DIRECTIONS—From Washington, D.C: 85N to 32
West (18 ML) to 144 West— 12 Mile to Falrgrounds
on Right. From Baltimore: 85 N to 685 N (Towson)
to 70 West to Route 32 South, Tum Right on Routs

144, Falrgrounds on Right.

NOTE: CONCESSION RIGHTS RESERVED
COMMEMORATIVE RIGHTS RESERVED

MORE INFORMATION
{301) 779-3235
SEE YOU THERE!

ABATE of Maryland
Carroll County Chapter

Presents a Spring Dance
When: April 6, 1991

Time: 9:00 p.m. till 1:00 a.m.
Place: Taneytown American Legion

featuring ” n

R The Black and Blues Band
Classic and Southern Rock

Open Bar Door Prizes Raffles

Tickets: $15.00 in Advance $18.00 at the door

For more information call:
Albert or Alisa Hoffman at 374-5307



HELP OUR TROOPS

Without your help there went be erough blood To

supply our jnjured troops fighting the war #nIraq.
Dont let them doum on Saturdoylarch 237 10:am -4:Pm.

bate of laryland
Fredrick Chapter et § m.U ﬁmam

X5 Sponsering

A BLOOD DRIVE

Plate Bar, South Streel. off 70 .m-l.mu. Nea-members

Program teaches
motorcycle safety

By RICHARD KERNS
News-Post Staff

Last week's graduation of the 10,000th student from the
Maryland Motorcycle Safety Program training course
represents increased safety for all state motorists, but it
means even more to a Walkersville resident involved in
the program.

Program coordinator Andrew Krajewski developed the
training program five years ago, shortly after being
hired to head the newly created motorcycle safety pro-
gram. Mr. Krajewski said the training course stresses
defensive driving for cyclists.

“We always talk about how they control their own
destiny,” he said. “Motrocyclists have to drive
defensively because they can't rely on the other motor-
ist."”

During the past year, 3,000 state residents completed
the program, with 234 Frederick County residents
receiving their certificates. Since the course was first
offered In the county in 1987, Mr, Krajewski said, 809
area residents have completed the program.

The $25 course involves 20 hours of instruction in
motorcycle safety, with classes held in four.day periods
between April and October. One of 33 such programs
across the country, the program is required for all
Maryland motorcyclists under 18. Mr. Krajewski said
the minimal investment of time produces a significant
return in increased safety.

According to Maryland State Police figures, motor-
cycle accidents decreased by 37 percent between 1885
and 1989 and fatalities decreased by 28 percent during the
same period.

Mr. Krajewski accepted his position at the Motor
Vehicle Administration in November 1983, the same year
enabling legislation passed by the General Assembly
provided for the motorcycle safety program. Coming to
the MVA from the National Motorcycle Safety Founda.
tion, Mr. Krajewski already had a lengthy background in
motorcycle safety.

On his own initiative, Mr. Krajewski conducted
motoreycle safety classes in 1969 while teaching high
school physical education in Pennsylvania. In 1974, he
earned 2 master's degree in traffic safety from Central
Missouri State Univeristy. He then moved on to the
NMSF in Baltimore.

A motorcyclist since his teaching days in Pennsylva-
nia, Mr. Krajewskl, 45, rides a 1982 Honda Goldwing. In
addition to promoting motorcycle safety, he also defends
motoreycling against charges that it is unsafe and costly
to taxpayers in unpaid hospital bills.

Studies have found that motorcycling is safer than

Andrew Krajewski, far right, presents Steven
Birckhead of Bowie with a certificate honoring
bhim as the 10,000th student. Participants
included, from left, Mary Oursler of Prince
George's Community College, where Mr.
Birckhead received his training; Mr. Birckhead;
and Thomas Walsh, MVA administrator.

horseback riding and boating, Mr. Krajewski said. He
also contested the conclusions of a recent study, which
found that unhelmeted drivers cost the state $1.3 million
annually in acute care health costs.

According to Mr. Krajewski, the study only focused on
one aspect of highway safety — motorcycles — and did
not include car and truck accidents. Health care costs for
uninsured car and truck motorists are much higher than
motorcyelists' costs, he said,

‘'When you look at the whole picture, motorcyclists are
just a drop in the bucket," he said.

Mr. Krajewski said insurance companies in Maryland
have contributed to the problem of motorcyclists' health
costs. Only one insurance company in the state, he said,
provides personal injury protection for motoreyclists and
the lack of competition has driven up costs.

Although a proponent of helmets, Mr. Krajewskl said it
is wrong to assume that helmets will save every motor-
cyclist in an accident. Helmets, he said, will not protect a
cyclist from internal injuries common in such accidents.

Mr. Krajewski said elected officials may once again
introduce legislation for a mandatory helmet law. If such
legislation is introduced, he said, the MVA will support
it.
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MOTORCYCLE
EXPO 91

¥ EASTERN SHORE RIDERS ASSOCIATION *
SELL * TRADE * Buy

# CYCLE SHOW

5 TROPILLES CLASSES Tak 2nd AND Iad
DRAG CLASS 1s2 PLACE ONLY
Theveage (PEOPLES CHOICE) 50750 RarFLE
REGISTRATION FOR BIKE SHOW 8AM -11.30AM

ENTERY FEE
370, PER BIKE+RIDER $7.ADDITIONAL BIKE .

+SWAP MEET+

DELMARVA CONVENTION CENTER
DELMAR MID/DEL

MR LOURSPARE PARTS INT0 CASH, DRING OLO/NEY BIKES,

NEW/OLD PARTS, STOCKRNOT SO STOCK, ARERICAN, EUROPEAN,

JAPANESE, LINEY, LEATHER GOODS, AND JEWELRY.

3 SEE DEALERS DISPLAY THEIR GOODS FROA
ND. VA.AND DEL.3Y-

Mo NEW 91 BIKES OF DISPLAY %
NIRECTIONS:
FROA BAY ORIDGE: TAKE R7,508. TO RT 404&: RT404 TO DEL RY,
135 70 DELMAR. CONVENTION CENTER AT LIGHT.
- TRON DEL.; TAKE RT.135 70 DELNAR . . . .-
TROM VA.; TAKE RT. 13K TO DELMAR LA . - o o
DOORS OPEN 12 AN $3,00 ADAISSION, CAILDERN UNDER 15 FREE

= SUNDAY APRIL 141991 =

YANTED DEALERS:VEHDORS, OF MOTORCYCLES, PARTS, TIRES, LEATHUER: T, SHIRTS, £7C,
AOREINFO CALL 302-8462898 ASK FOR ROBERT.

NOTE: CONCESSION RIGHTS RESERVED, CONMEMORATIVE RIGHTS RESERVED.,
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ABATE OF MARYLAND is an organization composed of motorcycle
enthusists throughout the state, concerned with putting motorcycle
legislation in its proper form, with safety programs, public awareness

programs and other programs for the betterment of MOTORCYCLING
IN MARYLAND.

ABATE OF MARYLAND, INC.

P.O. BOX 1733
ANNAPOLIS, MD 21404

0O $150.00 LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP includes membership card, newsletver and full
benefits of ABATE's Blood and Eye Bank.

O $15.00 FULL MEMBERSHIP includes » one year membership, membership card,
newsletter and full benefits of ABATE's Blood and Eye Bank.

O $2.50 Official ABATE Patch.
0O NEW MEMBER O RENEWAL ($15.00) County Date

(Please print)
Name Age

Addrese

Ciey Ph

Seate Zip

1 sgree to comply with ABATE rules for sanctioned motorcycle activities. I
understand that all benefies become effective upon receipt of my membership card.

APPLICANT SIGNATURE

Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage

PAID

Suburbar, Md. M

|

Permit No. 7531

P.0. BOX 1733
ANNAPOLIS, MD 21404

ABATE OF MARYLAND, INC.

FORWARDING AND CORRECTION
REQUESTED

This is DATED SUBSCRIPTION MATERIAL

—Please Rush - Thank You—

DEDICATED TO THE FREEDOM OF THE ROAD



