TATE HEADQUARTERS o
 WEST STREET cphone
\NNAPOLIS, MD 21401 1-800-843.-0252

. ; r—— Toll Free In Maryland
AAILING ADDRESS
OST OFFICE BOX 1733
\NNAPOLIS, MD 21404

1-301-263-9185
Out of State

ABATE OF MARYLAND NEWSLETTER
JUNE/JULY *91

STILL RIDING FREE IN THE FREE STATE



COME TO PARTY

ABATE of Maryland’
*11th Annual Membership Party*
June 22&23, 1991

From Saturday Morning til Sunday Morning
Party All Day - Camp All Night at

CUMBERLAND FAIRGROUNDS

Performing Saturday Night: National Recording Artists

THE NIGHTHAWKS

also on stage

: SNAKE BITE
" NIGHTHAWNKS SOUTH MOUNTAIN " NEGHTHAWKS

+Field Events +Carnival Games +Wet T Contest +Tatoo Contests

Camping + Hot Showers + Beautiful Scenery + No Hassels = Good Times
Food & Beverages Available

ADMISSION: $15 Admission per person
Members Only (members may bring 1 guest but it MUST BE A DATE)
Membership Available at Gate-$15 annual dues,

GATE OPENS 8AM SATURDAY!

Cumberland Fairgrounds vocaed in scenic Western Maryland
DIRECTIONS: 170 West to 148 West to Cumberland to MD Rt 220 South to Fairgrounds

NO PETS * NO FIREWORKS * NO GLASS CONTAINERS * NO DRAG
RACING * NO OPEN FIRES * NO BAD ATTIDUDES

Security on Premises!
Concession & Commemorative Rights Reserved

For more information call toll-free in Maryland 1-800-843-0252
Outside of Maryland call 1-301-263-9185
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Since I stepped into this office in October
1989, my one goal has been to unify the
members into a collective force. A
culmination of this has led to the recent
changes in the bylaws which have to do
with  accounting of finances, now
everything will be done as ABATE of
Maryland as a whole. The one thing that
has struck me as the greatest nemesis has
been attitudes of past members who say
they will not involve themselves In
ABATE due to personality conflicts with
other members. These people must
realize in any society there will be
conflicts of personalities but these should
not overshadow the true purpose and
efforts of an organization such as "ours".

"Bikers" strive to be different from
the vast majority but their petty bickering
makes them no different than any other
part of society. We have the power,
should we choose to unite, to elect
presidents and make laws. But we (the
Bikers of America) have chosen, and I
have to use the words again, personality
conflicts, territorial battles and fights over
what "group of bikers" is better than
another.  All this in-fighting makes it
impossible to gather and defeat the real
enemy. Until we realize that we are
really defeating ourselves, we will never
be able to wage the final battle against
those who would rather see us eliminated
altogether.

This message is short but poignant
- I'm going for a ride to think some more
about this...
-See you in Cumberland

Chuck B.

N FROM THE
S\, DIRECTOR’S

Assistant’s Assertions:

[ am in full gear, in preparation
for the State Party. The Highway is still
under construction west of Hancock, so
ride aware. It is a scenic ride west of
Hagersl()wn, SO come on out to Western
Maryland for the best party yet. The
raffle drawing will be going on all day
Saturday, between the events and live
music. The Nighthawks, who played for
the original State Parties some of us
remember, will return for this year’s
celebration. Snake Bike, the band who's
been playing our Bike Shows will be-there
along with South. Mountain Band. We
will be hearing Southern & Classic Rock
and Roll and Blues. The field events,
always a favorite for participants and
spectators will be hosted by Washington
County Chapter. The beverages will be
offered in an bottom-less mug for sodas
$6, for beer $12. That means from noon
til midnight you can drink all you like for
one set price. The sodas will be available
all weekend long - all you can drink for
one low price. Something new for this
year- Wine Coolers will be sold for $2.
All we ask is no glass. Come for a good
time. This event will be rain or shine, so
come on up to Cumberland, in the
mountains of Maryland for a good party.

I recently, took the Beginner
Motorcycle Safety Course, got my
motorcycle license and Tom bought me a
bike. It’s a Virago 1000cc Yamaha. Yea,
say what you like, even snivel if you have
to - the Assistant Director of ABATE of
Maryland rides rice! Read it and weep.
It’s my first bike and it’s a real beauty.



The safety course is as great as
always, I originally took it back in ’81
when it was offered by the MSF. The
only thing I missed was riding over an
obstacle. Back in 81 they had us ride
over an exhaust pipe. Now, for insurance
reasons (what else) they cut that out.
Everyone should take the safety course,
people with more than 1 year’s
experience should take the Experienced
Course. It’s a good way to practice and
learn safe riding techniques. I am going
to feature a riding tip in each issue, this
issue contains a safe riding tip for
summer heat.

In case you haven’'t heard
California has a helmet law. While the
federal government is trying to mandate
that all states adopt a helmet law. Come
on people, if you care about it, do
something. Call, write or do both - any
questions call me at 1-800-843-0252 (in
Maryland only). The only way we are
going to survive the "Big Guns" is to voice
our positions collectively. DO IT NOW,
TOMORROW WILL BE TOO LATE!!

Stay Safe and enjoy your freedom,
Sally

Advertising Rates

Full Page $125
Half Page $75
1/4 Page $50
Card Sz. $25

All art must be camera ready.
If not, $50 Fee to make camera
ready will be added to above rates.

Special: advertise for 1 year, 6 issues
and pay for only 5. Call 1-800-843-
0252 to order advertisement.

California adopts
cycle helmet law
despite protest

By Maria Goodavage
USA TODAY

SACRAMENTO - To lawyer Paul Lax there’s nothing
like riding his Harley-Davidson bike through the country,
smelling the wildflowers, and feeling the wind on his face.

“But with buckets on our heads, not only can't we experi-
ence the beauty of California, we may not survive the ride,”
says Lax, coordinator of a California motorcycle associa-
tion called ABATE.

Sunday at the Capitol building Lax led a rally of about
2,000 motorcyclists who oppose mandatory helmet laws.

Gov. Pete Wilson today is expected to sign legislation
making California the 25th state to require all motorcycle
riders to wear helmets.

California — with its 850,000 licensed motorcyclists —
accounts for 209, of motorcycle deaths in the USA. In 1989,
630 people died and 17,740 were injured in bike accidents in
this state alone.

Opponents of the law say those numbers represent a sig-
nificant improvement. Since the inception of a statewide
motorcycle safety program in 1986, death and injury fig-
ures are down about 35%,, the California Motorcyclist Asso-
ciation says.

“Education is the key here. Helmets are useless without
it,” association director Wayne Thomas says. “In fact, wear-
ing a helmet can be :more dangerous.”

Ellen Edelson agrees. “If you're forced to put a lid on
your head instead of knowledge in it, you may be asking for
trouble,” says the head of ABATE's San Francisco chapter.

Both sides digsagree on nearly every point.

Consider the issue of cost; Assemblyman Richard Floyd,
who wrnte the helmet bill, says motorcycle accidenfs not
coverell by insurance cost the state $65 million to $106- mil.
lion gach year.

Opponents say the figure is actually as low as $4 million.
“Floyd ought to be ashamed of himself for telling such
abominable lies,” says state Sen. Don Rogers, who led the
fight against the bill.

The safety question is even more controversial.

California Motorcyclist Association statistics show that
states ‘without helmet laws have much lower fatality and
accident rates than states with such laws.

Opponents say helmets diminish hearing and sight and
can cause fatigue.

“Helmets give you a false sense of security,” says Tom
Perkins, a San Francisco motorcycle store owner who lost a
foot and broke several bones in a crash in which he was
wearing a helmet.

Country singer Dwight Yoakam called helmets “a per-
ceptive anomaly — non-riders think they're so safe, but I
ik]n;)w plenty of people who broke their necks because of a

elmet.” '

Supporters of the helmet law, however, say head injuries
account for at least 429, of motorcycle deaths.

“They come in with blood coming out of their ears and
you just know it's another unhelmeted biker,” says neuro-
surgeon Elliott Blinderman, of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
in Los Angeles.

“If they live, they often are brain dead or paralyzed.
Many of these disasters would have been prevented if
they’d been helmeted,” Blinderman says.

California Medical Association officials say non-helmet-
ed riders are up to five times more likely to have a fatal
head injury.

Actor Gary Busey, who was nearly killed in 1988 when he
tumbled from his motorcycle, at first opposed the helmet

law. He now supports it, saying it's time for bikers to use
their heads.







LEGISLATIVE UPDATE FROM THE MRF

You can call your representatives at the following numbers:

Senators:
Sarbanes (202) 224-4524
Mikulski 224-4654
Representatives:
Gilcrest 225-5311
Bentley 225-3061
McMillan 225-8090
Hoyer 225-4131
Cardin 225-4016
Byron 225-2721
Mfume 225-4741
Morella (301) 946-6801
Addresses:
Senator Representative
U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

Western Union telegrams can be ordered by calling 1-800-325-6000. DO IT NOW!!

U.S. SENATE S-965 Section 122 SENATOR CHAFEE'’S S-1007 attached to the
Highway Funding for 1991 is out of committee!! Everyone needs to contact their U.S.
Senator TODAY and ask them to strike out Section 122. Testimony in the Full Senate
is scheduled .for the week of June 10th. Call your Senator today! Send a telegram to
your Senator. The companion version is in the House, call or send a telegram to your
Representative NOW!!

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES HR 1782 This is basically the same bill
introduced by REPRESENTATIVE JIM COOPER OF TENNESSEE last session.

Basic language requires helmets for all riders and passengers of all ages. The proposal
provides sanctions to insure compliance (Blackmail by withholding Highway Use
Funds). Write to you U.S. Representative, point out to them that this is a "STATES
RIGHTS" issue and should not involve Federal Government. Also contact your
Senators and Delegates in Annapolis to let them know of the attempt by Federal
Lawmakers to usurp their powers.

U.S. SENATE S 339 The Outlaw Street and Motorcycle Gang Control Bill of
1991. This bill would greatly increase the power of the Bureau of Firearms, Alcohol
and Tobacco. It is the felling of most concerned motorcyclists in America that this has
the potential to be severely abused by over-zealous law enforcement officers. Write you
U.S. Senator and state your objectives to this broad use of the wording
"MOTORCYCLE GANG".

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES HRES 107 This resolution introduced
by Representative Andy Ireland of Florida would designate May as MOTORCYCLE
SAFETY AND AWARENESS MONTH. This resolution has been slow to pick up
support on Capitol Hill, and is being revised to target the 1992 session of Congress.
Please contact your U.S. REPRESENTATIVE and ask them to contact




REPRESENTATIVE IRELAND’S office and add their name to this resolution. This
type of proposal will increase the national awareness of Motorcycling as a positive form

of transportation.

TENNESSEE gets a big "WELL DONE", for their efforts in obtaining a
proclamation from the TENNESSEE legislature, directing the U.S. Congress to stay out
of States Rights. This was done to advise Representative JIM COOPER (author of HR
1782) that the legislators in TENNESSEE were quite capable of deciding state
requirements of conduct. Please contact REPRESENTATIVE HELEN BENTLEY of
MARYLAND to please withdraw her co-sponsorship of HR 1782. Be polite, state your
opposition to the bill and ask her to let you know why she supported this legislation,
as she recently added her support. Please send a copy of any responses you get to any

of the above pending legislation to :
MRF REPRESENTATIVE

P.O. BOX 85

HIGHLAND, MARYLAND 20777

Let’s get that writing done, to protect our liberties!

A Real Community Contribution

There are some occasions in life that are so poignant and heart
warming that words will never do them justice. With that in mind, bear
with me as | try.

On April 19 the Tribes Motorcycle Club held their fundraiser for
Beth Phillips. Beth, a local ballet student, had outdanced thousands
of kids across the country for a spot at the University of North Carolina
School of the Arts Summer Dance Program. Unfortunately, as a single
parent, Beth's mother just did not have the funds to send her.

As any parent knows, it Is a terrible feeling when you cannot
afford to give your child something they have worked for and deserve
to have,

Most of the members of the Tribes have children too, and when
they heard about Beth's situation they felt compelled to do something

There is something almost comical about the contrast and
contradiction in terms of bikers and ballerinas. As Arsenio Hall would
say, “It's one of those things that makes you say Hmmmm."

At most of their parties bikers tend to listen to the likes of ZZ
Top. Bob Seager and Lynard Skynard. Classical music is just not their
thing This seemed to be far from the truth when Beth performed for
them at the dance. Not only did they applaud when she did her “big
moves”, but they showed her the highest compliment that can be
given a performer — a rousing standing ovation and request for an
encore.

It was truly a sweet moment for all who were there The Tribes.
Beth, her mother and all of those who had worked so hard to help Beth
achieve her well deserved goal of being able to attend UNC this
summer.

One very touching moment of the evening was when a group
of people from a local halfway house for the mentally and physically
challenged came to the dance They had been saving their money for
an outing and decided that this was the one It made them feel good
to be a part of helping someone else

One woman who was confined to a wheelchair seemed to be
having the time of her life clapping and dancing with a little help from
her friends. 1 would venture to say that these people don't often get
the chance to go out and see a live band and dance They felt
comfortable at the dance because of the common thread they have
with the bikers, both groups being somewhat different from the
“mainstream.”

When the Tribes first took on this challenge, many people
scoffed and even laughed, but as time went by and the funds started
rolling in, people started looking al the bikers in a different light

The citizens of this county are slowly starting to realize that the
bikers are part of this community, and as a group they have a lot of
positive things to contribute. They work and live in this community
and pay taxes just like the rest of us and if asked, they will usually come
to help when they can,

To the Tribes, | say congratulations on a wonderful job. You
can be very proud of yourselves. You can fec: good knowing that you
made a difference and because of you and those like you. one little girl's
life has been changed for the better

To submit opinion pieces for the “My View" guest
editorial column, send them to The Observer, P. O.

Box 279, North Beach, MD 20714. We reserve the
right to edit submissions for grammar, length and libel.




CHAPTERS CORNER

Anne Arundel

Are you ready 10 ride? Mike Clegg wants you to
call him if you want 10 ride together as a
Chapter to the State Party. Meeting for Anne
Arundel WILL BE July 21, Sunday at 2pm, 8
West Street Annapolis. Call Mike at 360-0348.

Calvert
Meeting on first Wednesday at Mt. Hope 7:30.
Carroll

Meetings at Deans in Hampstead last
Wednesday of the month at 7:30.

Cecil/Harford
Meetings 3rd Sunday at 2pm at Poor Jimmy's.

Chales/Prince George's (AKA Southern Md)
Joint meetings at Lone Star, 1st Sunday 2pm.

Eastern Shore Chapters: Queen Anne, Caroline
and Taibot

Second Saturday of each month at Queen Anne
County Library in Centerville at 12:30. Third
Wednesday of each month at Sporisman’s
Lounge in Cambridge at 8pm.

rederick

Hey Everybody! We have been having alot of
events this year. | just wanted to thank
everyone who has helped make them a success.

Our 1st turkey shoot was cold, but it turned out
well; our 2nd turkey shoot was very good.
Thanks to Gail and Pat for all their help and
for letting us have the turkey shoots at their
house, and thanks to everyone glse who helped.

Our dance in February was a great time, thanks
to all the people involved especially JoAnne and
Darlene for organizing the dance. In April we
had a poker run, spring party and our highway
trash pickup. The poker run was a good run
and a good time. The spring party was a great
success. Thanks again to Gail and Pat. Thanks
to all who donated food and working the party.

A special thanks to Bob and Mary for donating
all the chicken for the dance and the party. A

special thanks also to the businesses and
establishments that have donated items for our
events: Cactus Flats, MDO, D & M Cycles,
Home Plate, Grassello's, Flowers from Everedy
Square, Stan & Ollies, Frederick Harley-
Davidson, Village Way Liquors, and | hope |
haven't forgoiten anyone.

-Respectfully Submitted,
Valerie McVey, Events Coordinator-Frederick
County Chapter ABATE of Maryland

Our meetings are the first Sunday at noon, at
Home Plate Bar on South Street Frederick, Exit
55 1-70 and the first Thursday Eilers' garage off
Ril144 & Woodville Rd. Mt Airy 7:30. Sec you
at Grassello's, Barbara Fritchie Races and

D & M Bike Show; Three huge biker events in
Frederick County!

Howard

Meetings 2nd Thursday, 7:30 at the Friendly
Inn, Rt 144 in Ellicott City.

Kent

Change in Meeting Place call Marc Englebach
for details.

jontgome

1st Tuesday at Woods Kozy Corner in Olney at
8pm. 2nd meeting: 3rd Tuesday at Big Lou’s
Wheaton Crab House 8pm.

St Mary's

Our meetings are at Hicks Country Store, just
South of Leonardtiown on Medley’s Neck Road
Second Friday at 7:30.

Washington

Meetings are the Second Sunday at 4 pm at
Greenbrier - Dogpatch Tavern, Across from
Greenbrier State Park.

NO EXTENSIVE REPORT FROM YOUR
CHAPTER? ASK YOUR CHAPTER
DIRECTOR WHY NOT!!!

MAILING ADDRESS:
P.O. BOX 1733

ABATE OF MARYLAND, INC.
STATE HEADQUARTERS

8 WEST STREET
2ND FLOOR REAR
ANNAPOLIS, MD 21404

CALL TOLL FREE IN MARYLAND:
1-800-843-0252

ANNAPOLIS, MD 21404

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
PHOTOGRAPHER
OFFICE MANAGER
LEGAL COUNSEL

EXECUTIVE_BOARD
STATE DIRECTOR
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
TREASURER
LEGISLATIVE ADVISOR
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
CORRESPONDENCE
SECRETARY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ANNE ARUNDEL

CALVERT
CAROLINE
CARROLL
CECIL/JHARFORD
CHARLES
FREDERICK
HOWARD

KENT
MONTGOMERY
PRINCE GEORGE'S
QUEEN ANNES
ST MARY'S
TALBOT
WASHINGTON

SALLY BRUCE.......... 845-8868
SKIP LAWRENCE.......898-3795
DALE CLOUGH..........
JAY BLOCK............

CHUCK BLANKENSHIP....1-800-843-0252
SALLY BRUCE..........1

RUDY BURGEE (protem)1800-843-0252
BOB SPANBURGH.......855-4218

WALT DUNN ...673-2984
MARLENE BOSLEY(protem)239-6668
GARY SNYDER.......... 378-2238

TOM BRUCE............
LENNY HOLCOMB.......740-7133
MARC ENGLEBACH......928-5034
ANIMAL...............251-8490

PAM MYERS.. .292-4027
GORD! JONES..........827-5184

Live in a county not listed? Call 1-800-843-0252 and gct involved!



ABATE of MARYLAND
SUMMER BIKE SHOW

-ve.-“.. -

\1’!1
/ﬂlk}
JULY 28TH
11-4
rain date Aug 4
Admission : $5 ABATE 10 CLASSES
members & Military TROPHY CATAGORIES:
$7 all others

Bike Show Entries: $10

Bike registration: 10-noon
pre-registration at D&M

LIVE MUSIC!!

RAFFLES, PRIZES, FOOD &
DRINKS AVAILABLE

SECURITY ON PREMISES
NO GLASS, NO DOGS, NO
ATTITUDES

British: Custom & Classic
Jap: Custom

Classic Restored 65 or older
Custom 20+Mods

Street Custom 10-20 Mods
Street 0-10 Mods

Trike

Rat

Peoples Choice

Trophies awarded at 4 pm
must be present

D & M CYCLEWORKS
@ EVERGREEN BUSINESS CENTER
5702A Industry Lane
FREDERICK, MD. 21701
301-694-7010



New Evidence Helmets Can Kill

Safety Conference
data also blows
away the “social
burden” theory.

by Trampo

Surprisingly, the biggest beneficia-
ries of the 1990 International Motor-
cycle Safety Conference at Disney

World in Orlando, Florida, may have
been a few million people who didn’t
even attend—freedom-fighting bikers

battling mandatory helmet laws on
both the state and federal level.

Since the conference was organized
by the Motorcycle Safety Founda-
tion, a division of the helmet-law-
supporting Motorcycle Industry
Council, you would have
expected the seminar on
helmets to be packed with
lid-law advocates, and it
was. Unfortunately for
them, their own studies
provided some of the best
arguments yet for freedom
of choice.

For example: A study of
motorcycle accident vic-
tims and survivors by the
heads of the Australian
Craniofacial Unit, showed
that riders sustaining a
facial impact while wear-
ing a full-face helmet were
more likely to be killed

helmet’s face bar transmitted such
force to the helmet’s chin strap that
the victim’s jawbones were forced
into the base of the skull hard
enough to cause a fracture. Write
those death certificates: KILLED BY
HELMET. And make sure the per-
sonal injury attorneys handling biker
cases in your area know about this
study.

Shockingly, at least to the pro-lid-

QUOTE FROM HELL

“Mandatory rider education
wouldn’t work in this country,
Americans are too indepen-
dent for it.”

—Alan R. Isley, Motorcycle Industry
Council president and mandatory hel-
met-law supporter

injury, rather than protection.” Fur-
thermore, Hurt concluded that
severe injury and death caused by
accidents in which the head is subject
to extreme rotational force “can not
be excluded by any helmet in many
accident conditions.” Hurt also
noted that many head injuries result-
ing in deaths among motorcycle rid-
ers are caused by the force of severe
chest impacts on the spine and crani-
um and would not be reduced by
wearing a helmet.

Still more data sup-
porting Freedom of
Choice was provided by
Robert K. Goodnow,
statistician for the Texas
Department of Safety,
who, ironically, happens
to be an avid helmet-law
supporter. While Good-
now’s statistics did show
that unhelmeted accident
victims spend more time
in the hospital than hel-
meted ones, they also

than riders wearing no hel-
met at all.

According to the study by doctors
Rodney D. Cooter and David J.
David, “the hospitalized group of
riders had high scores of %acia frac-
turing. In contrast, fatally injured
motorcyclists who had received
impacts to the facial region while
wearing full-face helmets had sus-
tained survivable skull-base fractur-
ing, but few facial fractures.”

% Careful medical examination of the
deceased riders, Cooter and David
said, indicated that the impact to the

law advocates in the audience, Dr..
Harry Hurt hi upport to
Cooter and David’s study. Hurt, as
you probably know, is the author of
the landmark (and severely flawed)
University of Southern California
accident study often cited by helmet-
law shills in legislative hearings.

—JﬁIg a report given at the conference,

Hurt noted impact to the chin bar of
some full-face helmets “produces an
action similar to a cookie-cutter with

SuperCycle
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showed, more impor-
tantly, that 9.7% of the
helmeted riders in the study suffering
head injuries:were killed, while only
7.5% of the unhelmeted riders died.

Statistics debunking the old
“social burden” excuse %or passing
mandatory helmet laws were present-
ed by Gregory M. Trojan, an EMT
from Southwest General Hospital.
Trojan noted that head injuries from
all causes account for only 2% of the
total number of deaths in the U.S.
each year, and that motorcycle acci-



Clockwise ﬁ:om top l.?f:: Initial impact transfers force from face guard to chin strap ca‘usi::g the head to rotate foward; the impact plus the rotation begins
to force the ;f:wbanf into the ﬁm_se of tbf:' skull; the force from the face-guard impact continues to drive the mandible (jawbone) further into the skull; the
middle cranial fossa fractures (jagged line to left of first arrow) causing the skull to rotate still further foward. Your face will look great in the coffin.

dent victims represent less than 4%
of that 2%. By contrast, studies cited
by Trojan show that car wrecks,
bicycle accidents, pedestrian acci-
dents, falls, assaults, and bullet holes
all cause many more head injuries
than bike crashes.

49
\‘/6 hile motorcycling has been
targeted as a public burden and gar-
ners most of the public attention
concerning head injury, motorcy-
cling is actually a minor cause of

head injury in the United States,”
Trojan concluded.

“The great debate over helmet laws
has drawn attention away from the
major causes of head injury and
drawn it to motorcycling. Claims
that motorcycling creates a social
burden due to head injury would
seem unfounded due to the large
incidents of head injuries from other
causes.”

In other business, the MSF present-
ed the John Harley award for out-
standing contributions to motorcycle

SuperCycle
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safety to our own Mike “Balls”
Farabaugh. Balls has been riding the
highways of this country training
sa%ety instructors, pleading with state
legislators for funcfs and “selling” the
concept of rider education and safety
to the public, since Christ was a cor-
poral. Nobody deserves the award
more.

Despite all the above, the highlight
of the conference, for me, at least,
came during the closing session’s
question-and-answer period when a
British delegate asked Alan Isley,



MIC/MSF president and point man
in the Council’s six-year crusade
for mandatory helmet laws, the
following: Why don’t you try and
make rider education mandatory in
the States? Isley’s reply? “Manda-
tory rider education wouldn’t
work in this country; Americans
are too independent for it...”

If you or someone you know has moved and you haven't received
your newsletter since. DON'T BLAME US! Just fill out the form

and retum itto:  ABATE of Maryland
PO Box 1733
Annapolis, MD 21404

NAME

OLD ADDRESS

NEW ADDRESS

cITy STATE ZIP

e o e s g

R T —

The late Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis once wrote, with
characteristic wisdom, that:

"The greatest dangers to liberty lurk in insidious
encroachment by men of zeal -- well-meaning, but without
understanding."

1 800
843-0252

Beating
the
heat

Beating the heat. It can become a
critical problem for motorcyclists
traveling on hot summer days.

Dr. Lee Pratt, president of the Mo-
torcycling Doctors Association, says
it's a matter you need to take
seriously on the road. Your body has
its own cooling system, but that sys-
tem can become overloaded under
prolonged exposure to hot, humid
conditions. And that can lead to
symptoms of heat stroke—loss of
concentration, drowsiness, loss of
coordination, light headedness,
blurred vision and disorientation—
any one of which can be extremely
dangerous when you're mounted on
a moving motorcycle.

How should you cope with such
extreme conditions? Some motorcy-
clistsapparently think the thing to do
is to remove layers of clothing until
they're riding in a T-shirt and shorts
But Pratt says that’s absolutely the
wrong approach.

“Take a lesson from the people of
the Middle Eastern deserts,” he says.
“Temperatures well over 100 degrees
are the norm for them, but you never
see them uncovered.”

Leaving your arms and legs ex-
posed isn'tjust dangerousin case of a
crash, it also exposes your skin to the
sun's rays. Plus, all that wind blowing
over your skin actually interferes
with your body’s cooling system. In-
stead of allowing sweat to evaporate
on the skin and cool the body, the
wind pulls it away before it can have
any cooling effect. A jacket and pants
will shade your skin from the sun and
allow normal evaporation 10 take
place.

Here are some other tips from Pratt
for beating the heat this summer:

1. Drink plenty of fluids—exclud-
ing alcohol, which raises your body
temperature and dehydrates the
body as it is absorbed. Sports drinks
and water are best.

2.Wear a bandannasoaked in cold
water under your helmet. You can
also soak your shirt and pants at rest
stops, slightly open your jacket to
permit some air flow and then enjoy
the cooling effects for miles on the
road.

3.Travel inthe morning or evening

See HEAT on page 38

and sit out the hottest part of day.
This is especially important if you're
overweight or have chronic health
problems like diabetes or high blood
pressure.

And if you begin to notice any
symptoms of heat stroke, Pratt ad-
vises, “Get off the bike, into the
shade, and drink plenty of cold bev-
erages. If there's a water source
nearby, soak your shirt or atowel and
put it over your head. You've got to
cool off the brain, because that's
where your body’s heat sensors are
located.

“If you notice more critical symp-
toms, such as disorientation or a feel-
ing of internal heat, get to a hospital
or summon medical helpimmediate-
ly.”

In other words, don’ttake chances.
Deal with heat the same way you deal
with other riding hazards—by taking
it seriously. m
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NCOM Convention in Nebraska Draws Bikers

Together

Just back from the first NCOM Convention I've ever attended; feeling proud to be in
the company of so very many hardworking, dedicated and fun-loving folks! | had
the opportunity to discuss a variety of topics of concern to bikers with riders from all

over the country.

Attended Slider Gilmore's excellent "Motorcycle Trauma" presentation, Jesse
Mc Dugald’s legislative workshop, as well as the one on electing our own people to
office, Chaired by Sherman Packard of the New Hampshire House of
Representatives and Rick Mieta of New Mexico.

In addition to attending all the workshops, we all were invited to cross the
"Big Muddy" to partake of a scrumptious buffet put on by ABATE of IOWA, in Council
Bluffs. Buses were provided so our Friday evening’s entertainment wasn’t marred by

DUI’s.

Capped off by a crowded banquet, followed with an awards presentation and
speeches rounded out a busy, inspiring and energizing weekend.

I can only say that attending such an event brings me back home with a
greater sense of purpose and unity; With the spark rekindled in me, | can only hope
to spread the desire to preserve our liberties to all who ride.

Hoping all who ride take the time to write their Congressmen to protect our

liberties for future generations.

LYNN OLDENBURG

RIDE SAFELY

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY PROGRAM

MRF REPRESENTATIVE FOR MARYLAND Courses e %31  Courses

Get involved:

register to vote

Did you ever wish that you could be the boss?
That you would have the authority to hire and
fire people? To make great decisions? Or sit on
the board of directors of a-large corporation?
Good. I can tell you how to do that.

I want you to sit on the Board of Directors of
the United States of America. You might think
that’s pretty far out, but that's exactly what a
registered voter is. You do the hiring and you do
the firing. You and your fellow board members
ultimately make the big decisions. There are
plenty of openings on the board and we need
your. input desperately. So pick up your creden-
tials, fill them out, send them in and you will
receive a voter registration card in the mail.

Now I would like to welcome you to the board

of directors. I know that you will do a good job.

JOHN NORMAN
Frederick

For &
Beginners 4 Experienced

Riders

ACCOUNTING TAXATION

CATHERINE M. DITMAN
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

DITMAN & COMPANY
(301) 829-1957 MT. AIRY, MD

Accounting Systems - Financial Statements
Tax Planning - Business Setups - Computerization
ABATE Member - 12 Years Experience



PROTECTING ALL MOTORCYCLIST'S RIGHTS
$suzuxki  TRIUMPEF HONDA

NEXT STATE STAFF MEETING
JULY 14TH AT NOON
ANNAPOLIS OFFICE

ALL CHAPTERS MUST BE REPRESENTED

YARLAFIA “BSA Kawasaki

x4 CROSS COUNTRY el
~- RIDING SEASON FORECAST [

showers to drench you
throughout the riding season.
Brief periods of parties will
cause increased entertainment,
turning to dances and gaiety by
the rally's end. Highs in the
upper unbearables, lows nearly
non-existent. For a more local
forecast see the H.0.G. schedule
at left. For more complete party
conditions, call H.0.G.s weather
hotline at 1-800-CLUB-HOG.

H.0.G. 1991 RALLIES

EXTENDED FORECAST:
= ANNUAL RALLY = Jung nVA = July 26-27 Pittsburgh. PA * National and local events from
ine 6-8 Louiswilie KY * June 28-29 N gh NY = July 26-27 Ocean Shores. WA coast to coast

= WESTERN REGIONAL * Jung 28-30 Bridgeport. CA = July 27-28 obs. IN * Reimbursement programs

July 19-21, Santa Maria CA « June 29-20 Albert Lea MN  * August 24-25. Black River Falls. Wi At N :
= NORTHEAST REGIONAL  * July &7 Akron OH * September 20-22. Waco. TX o AWar0s 10 3 variely of competitive

August 23-25 Lincoln, NH — « July 13 | = October 4-6 Wilberton. OK o events

. * October 12-13. Talladega AL = Interesting activities and programs
1 [

o
Through and
hrough.

especially for women
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WASHINGTON COUNTY CHARPTER

= ANNUAL GRAB AND GHIGKEN FEED

AUV C-AISEHT 177 & 18
INDIAN SPRINGS CAMPGROUND
RAIN DATE 24¢h & 25th
CRAEBS AND CHICGKEN 3S3ERVED { - 6 PH
$10.00 MEMBERS B.Y.0.B. $15.00 NON-MEMBERS
THE BAND 15 BLACK PEARL
FREE OVERNIGHT CAMPING
IBHOWERS $2.50 PER PERSON  CLOSING 1 AM

= RAFFLES i e -

ist. PRIZE - JACKET GAHFER HOOKUPS
nd PRIZE - CHAPS GLA3S CONTAINERS
rd PRIZE - VEST BAD ATTITUDES
th PRIZE - GLOVES AND HELHET FETS
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Bike helmet standards are needed for youngsters

WASHINGTON (AP) — Experts on
bicycle helmets don’'t know exactly
what's needed to protect children’s
heads but want them to wear helmets
anyway.

Current voluntary standards are
modeled largely on standards for
adults. Experts say helmets that
meet these standards protect child-
ren. The issue is how well, and
experts say children have special
needs and ought to have standards of
their own.

‘“We're just stumbling in the
dark,"” said Dr. Channing L. Ewing

of New Orleans, an official of the
Snell Memorial Foundation, which
specializes in transportation safety,
and the American National Stand-
ards Institute. Both grant seals of
approval to products that meet their
standards.

An ANSI committee will consider
children's helmets May 15, said
Ewing, who chairs the committee,
Snell plans to fund a study to see
which children get hurt, and why,
Ewing said. It will go beyond current
federal statistics, which are based on
visits to bospital emergency rooms.

ACCIDENT ??

RIDE FREE
RIDE

PROTECTED

In addition, a third group, the
American Society for Testing and
Materials, is considering the issue,
and an ASTM committee meets May
8, said John D. Preston, an engineer
with the U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission who works with
the voluntary groups.

Standard-setters must decide
what's right for growing heads and if
the helmet sizes available meet
children's needs.

Most helmets are adjusted to a
child's head size by adding or
removing foam rubber pads. ““Foam
rubber is a terrible thing to pad a

helmet with because it compresses to
nothing with very little force,”
Ewing said. ““The helmet could come
off."”

‘The possibility that a helmet could
roll off as, say, a victim scrapes
along the ground concerns Preston as
well. He and a colleague have been
researching possible stability
standards for the ASTM meeting.

One method is to determine
whether a helmet comes off or stays
on during impact, he said. Another,
which is followed in Canada, requires
the helmet not to rotate through more
than a set angle, he said. Current

bF MARYLAND EnNDORSES THIS  °
PROGRAM FOR ITS MEMBERS

Law Offices of

Richard M. Lester

A Law Corporation

U.S. standards check the strength of
the straps which hold the helmet onto
the head, but not whether they
actually keep the helmet secured.

Other issues concern design.
Younger necks are weaker, raising
issues about how heavy a helmet
should be and what neck protection
may be needed.

Bell Helmets Inc. is funding a re-
search foundation study on the
proper headforms to use in testing
helmets, said Dean Fisher, semior
vice president, corporate affairs. It
previously funded work on how

heavy a helmet infants can wear, he
said.

And the ANSI panel will look at the
overall ability of the helmet to absorb
impact, Ewing said. One issue is
whether children’s helmets should
have a hard outer shell, in addition to
the polystyrene plastic that cushions
the head, he said.

In any case, however, the experts
say parents should start getting
helmets on children's heads early.
“If a person doesn't use a helmet,
none of the standards are any good,”
Preston said.

PERSONAL INJURY

Law Offices of

Jay Irwin Block

NO RECOVERY

Local Maryland Offices
To Serve You

- FREE legal consultation

. Founder of Aid to Injured Motorcyclists
. Attorneys Who Ride

. No Recovery = No Fee

. We Make House Calls

. Financial Sponsor of
National Coalition of Motorcyclists

24 Hours - Toll Free
NATIONWIDE

(BOO) 531-2424
(800) ON-A-BIKE

WORKERS COMP. NO FEE
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FULL RANGE OF LEGAL SERVICES
Baltimore County Office
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1-800-541-2424

Eve. & Weekend Voice & TDD

By Appointment A.B.AT.E. of MD

AMA.







Report on MOSC Meeting. a.k.a the TOY RUN Meeting

First of all let me give a brief history of Motorcyclists Operation Santa Claus and
ABATE of Maryland. There were a series of misunderstanding between the two
groups in recent years. (end of history)

I believe this is behind us now and we all will work towards the worthy cause
that MOSC represents. [ will be the liaison between ABATE and MOSC. [ started
this responsibility last year and will continue again this year.

The first committee meeting of this year was held in Daniel’s Bar on US Rt 1
just south of the Baltimore Beltway. Most of the discussion was on organizational
aspects of this year’s event. There were some vacancies and the committee is looking
to fill these positions, if you are interested in being involved please come to the next
meeting which will be held as always at Daniel’s Bar at 7:30 pm June 5th. The most
important jobs open seem to be taking the responsibility of getting the bikes (raffle
prizes) to various county fairs to promote the MOSC and to sell raffle tickets. Another
job that was mentioned was the clean-up of the park, the Sunday following the event.
Left over Pit Beef and refreshments will be made available to workers in addition to
the traditional worker’s party.

If you wish to help but can not attend the meeting call 1-800-439-MOSC (6672)
if outside of Md call (410) 296-MOSC. Well that’s all for now...

Oh, yeah - the event, TOY RUN;, will be again held at Fort Smallwood Park
(where it never rains) on October 12, 1991.

Yours,

Tom Bruce,
ABATE of Maryland

A
TO BE AWARE
OF WHAT'S GOING ON

1S TO BECOME
A PARY OF IT,

UG T,
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WILL BE HELD SUNDAY JUNE 30 199
RI DER EDUCATION COME SEE THE
CENTERFOLD ARTIST OF
THE KEY EASYRIDER MAGAZINE

To MOTORCYCLE SAFE"'Y WHY? ..__FUN! LIVE BANDSI

GREAT MOTORYCLES!

HOW MUCH? ....ABSOLUTELY FREE!
for ALL ENTRIES & SPECTATORS

FOR FURTHER INFO CALL ANY OF OUR
THREE LOCATIONS
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ABATE OF MARYLAND is an organization composed of motorcycle
enthusists throughout the state, concerned with putting motorcycle
legislation in its proper form, with safety programs, public awareness

programs and other programs for the betterment of MOTORCYCLING
IN MARYLAND.

ABATE OF MARYLAND, INC.

1.0, Box 1733, Annapohs, Maryvland 21401

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
O NEW 0O RENEWAI Years as member
Al MEMBERSHIPS $15.00

New mem mbership card. 6 1ssues o
Renewing members receive vear pin. membership card. 6 iss

sletter. and blood bank benefits,
of newsletter. and blood bank benefits.

PAID BY: 0O CASH O CHECK 0 M.O. PATCH ISSUED: 0O Yes O No

Name
Address

Nickname

City County
State Zip Birthday
Phone Registered Voter: O Yes O No  Election Dist. (if known)
Occupation (or skills that may assist Abate)

P.0. BOX 1733
ANNAPOLIS, MD 21404

Lagree tocomph with ABATE rules tor sanctioned motoravdde actinities Tunderstand that all benelits beconie eltective upon receipt ol my membership card

REQUESTED

APPLICANT SIGNATURE DATE

ABATE OF MARYLAND, INC.

FORWARDING AND CORRECTION

This is DATED SUBSCRIPTION MATERIAL
—Please Rush - Thank You—

DEDICATED TO THE FREEDOM OF THE ROAD



